
Brain in Gear 

Anglo-Saxons 
Quick 6!

What is a regent?

Name one of William’s regents 

What were the forest laws?

What was the demesne?

When was the Domesday survey?

What was the military significance of the Domesday book?
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Title: What was the language and culture in Norman England? 

Learning Objectives

-Describe the culture and language of the Norman aristocracy. 

-Explain why language was important during the Norman rule. 

Mutual 

respect, 

tolerance 
Why is it 

important 

to learn 

languages 

today?



Struggling? Use your FBV 
knowledge and a dictionary to 
define democracy.

Democracy
Week

Define a democracy and a 
monarchy.

List at least 3 differences 
between a democracy and a 
monarchy.

Why do some people dislike 
monarchies?

Challenge: What are the 
problems with a democracy? 
Can you think of any solutions?



Example answer

One way that the Domesday Book was 
significant was financial, particularly as it 

helped many people gain money from its use. 
In 1086 when the survey was completed, it 
gave William access to records that showed 

places where additional money could be 
drawn from. For example, it provided 

information on tenant-in-chief owning land 
in the country from whom he could collect 

geld tax. Many of William’s tenants-in-chief 
enjoyed special deals that meant they didn’t 
have to pay geld tax on some of their land, 
but this book made it possible for William 

to reverse some of these privileges as a way 
of getting more money from his tenants, as 
he did in 1084 and 1086. This meant that 
William was able to collect more revenue 
from those with wealth in the country, 
which resulted in a further securing of 

centralised power for the crown.

1) Read through the significance 
of the Domesday Book. Highlight 
key evidence that suggest the 
Domesday Book was significant.

2) Now complete your judgement 
using evidence from the table to 
support your answer. Choose 
whether a second reason the 
Domesday Book was significant 
and explain your answer. Look at 
the example if you are 
struggling.



Exam style question, section B

‘The main significance of the 
Domesday Book was financial.’ 
How far do you agree? Explain 
your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:
• Invasion threats
• The geld tax

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

Exam tip
The question is about significance. 
Even if you think the Domesday 
Book was all about money, you still 
need to  show why finance was 
more important than its other 
impacts.

Mark scheme for this question
1-4 marks-Simple answer no real 
knowledge shown.
5-8 marks- Judgement given, some 
knowledge shown – descriptive.
MAX 7 marks if nothing used but 2 
points given.
9-12 marks- Judgement made, good 
own knowledge shown.
MAX 11 marks if nothing used but 2 
points given.
13-16 marks-Judgement, both bullet 
points and lots of knowledge used, well 
explained.
Sentence /paragraphs starters you 
could use;
I agree because …
I disagree because …
From my own knowledge …



Look at your photocopy of the text book 
pages about culture and language.

Create a key-
❑ Anglo Saxon
❑Norman

Highlight the text 
showing whether it 

is talking about 
Anglo-Saxons or 

Normans



Mini 
plenary

What have you found 
out…



Anglo-Saxon 
aristocrats showed 

off with rich 
clothes, jewels, 

lavish gifts.

Norman aristocrats put 
their money into jaw 

dropping castles, churches, 
and cathedrals.

The Norman aristocrats
who paid for the building 
work were interested in

making everything bigger
and more experimental 
than ever before…



For example 
Westminster Great 
Hall was the largest 

hall in Europe.

Canterbury's priory had the 
largest stained-glass windows in 

Europe. 



The Normans introduced a 
complicated ceremonial way of 

butchering the animals they caught.

The Normans also brought
with them the culture of 

chivalry.
Chivalry idealised the knight 

and created a religious, 
moral, and social code of 

behaviour.



Christian Culture
Normans aristocrats were 

very religious as well as being 
obsessed with warfare. This 
seems to be a contradictory 

combination: peaceful 
Christianity and violence of 

war.

All Normans who fought at 
Hastings were ordered to 

atone for their sins: a year of 
penance for each man killed; 

40 days for each man wounded; 
if they were not sure how many 
they killed, they should built a 

church.



Languages of England

Written English 
was completely 

replaced by Latin
for legal 
documents

(including writs) 
and Church 
documents.

English was spoken 
by common people

only.

The 
aristocracy 

spoke to each 
other in French.

King William 
tried to learn 
English, so he 

could understand 
land claims, but 
he failed to do 

so.



Question 1b- key info

Q1b is an explaining question. You will 
need to give 3 reasons to explain why 
something happened.

“One explanation why…” x3 

Marks- 12

Timing- 20 minutes



Explain why the Normans made changes in 
England, following William’s coronation (12)

What could our 3 
reasons be?

You may use the following in your answer

• Language

• Land holding

You must also use information of your own 



Explain why the Normans made changes in 
England, following William’s coronation (12)

Point 1- Language Point 2- Landholding Point 3- Own choice: 
Religion



Explain why the Normans made changes in 
England, following William’s coronation (12)

What could our 4 
reasons be?

One reason the Normans made changes in 
England, following William’s coronation was…

For example, the Normans changed… because… 

This led to/this was important because… 

In addition,…..

This was significant because…



Write an answer to this 
question- you have 20 

minutes.





Green for growth

• Mark scheme for this question
• 1-3 marks-Simple answer no real knowledge shown, lacks 

organisation.
• 4-6 marks- some explanation given, some knowledge shown. 

Implicit (not obvious) links to the question. Some organisation but 
not in every paragraph.

• MAX 5 marks if nothing used except 2 ideas (bullet points) given.
• 7-9 marks- Good explanation using some good, relevant own 

knowledge. Mainly linked to the question but not in every 
paragraph. Not every paragraph is organised.

• MAX 8 marks if nothing used except 2 (bullet points) ideas given.
• 10-12 marks- Good explanation, good, relevant own knowledge. 

Keeps focussed on the question in every paragraph. The argument 
makes sense throughout


