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UIC11 - A Major UK city – Bristol 

 

Bristol is the largest city in the south west of England with a population 

of 440,500, expected to reach 500,000 by 2029. It is located West of 

the Bristol Channel and can be reached by travelling South West along 

the M5 and can be accessed from London by travelling West on the M4.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Why is Bristol an important international city? 

Bristol has recently undergone a lot of social and economic change. The recent growth and 

development as an international city are due to a number of factors: 

➢ Strategic position on the M4 corridor which has excellent rail and road links to London and 

ferry links to the rest of Europe. 

➢ Bristol airport links the city to major European centres and the USA.  

➢ There has been a change in industry, from tradition (tobacco) to the development of global 

industries such as finance and business 

➢ High level of inward investment such as Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), in manufacturing 

such as Airbus, BMW and Siemens  

➢ Bristol University attracts students from all over the world , providing graduates with 

excellent well paid jobs in the Bristol area.  

 

 

 

 

Bristol  

Education: Bristol has 2 

universities   
Industry: the largest 

concentration of silicon 

chip manufacture 

outside California    

Tourism: UK’s 8th most 

popular city for foreign 

visitors. E,g, Bristol Zoo 

and SS Great Britain     

Culture and entertainment: 

several theatres and music 

venues e.g. Old Vic theatre. 

Home to Aardman the animators 

who created Wallace and Gromit  

Religion: 2 cathedrals – Bristol 

Anglican and Clifton Roman 

Catholic      
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1. Describe the location of Bristol within the United Kingdom 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. Suggest reasons why Bristol is classed as a major UK city. 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Explain what Bristol is an important global city  

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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UIC12 - The impact of migration in Bristol 

Between 1851 and 1891 Bristol’s population doubled as people 

arrived looking for work. In recent years migration from abroad 

has accounted for half of Bristol’s population growth. This has 

included a large number of workers from EU countries, especially 

Poland and Spain.  

Migrant workers are employed in a wide range of sectors: 

• Hospitality  

• Retail 

• Manufacturing 

• Construction 

• Health 

• Transport.  

Compared to elsewhere in the UK, a higher proportion of 

migrants intend to stay in Bristol permanently. 

Bristol’s Afro-Caribbean population has a significant impact on the culture and has created a strong 

community spirit. The St Paul’s Carnival attracts around 44,000 people each year. It’s aim is to 

improve relations between the European, African, Caribbean and Asian communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Source 

Country 

 number of 

people 

Poland 6415 

Somalia 4947 

India 3809 

Jamaica 3279 

Ireland 2900 

Pakistan 2770 

Germany 2329 

What are 

the impacts 

of migration 

on Bristol? 

A hard 

working and 

motivated 

workforce 

Enriching the city’s 

cultural life 

Challenge of the 

integration into the 

wider community 

The mainly young 

migrants help 

balance the ageing 

population  

The need to provide 

education for children 

whose first language is 

not English  

Contributing to 

both the local and 

national economy  

Improving the level 

of skills, where 

there are 

shortages. 
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1. Outline the reason for migration to Bristol  

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Calculate the number of migrants from Europe 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Calculate the percentage of migrants from outside the EU 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Describe the impact of the Afro-Caribbean population on Bristol 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Explain the impacts of migration into Bristol  

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

  


