
Brains in Gear

What different evidence can we use to find out 
what happened at Roswell?

Make a list in the back of your books. Try to 
come up with at least 5 different examples.
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Learning Outcomes:

- Describe the difference between interpretations 
and sources

- Explain why historians have different ideas

- Make a judgment on which historian you agree 
with

Fundamental British Values: 
Respect and Tolerance

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

Source = First hand evidence 
from the period of an event

Interpretation = A historians 
opinion of an event, based on 
first hand sources.

What things 
can cause 

historians to 
reach 

different 
conclusions?

What is the evidence?

Newspaper Report
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Next lesson:

What happened at Roswell?

Previous lesson:



Evidence in history
In GCSE History we look at two types of evidence that help teach us about the past. 

• Sources – Evidence from the time

• Interpretations – Things people have said and written about the event many years 
after it happened. 

Why are sources useful?
Why are interpretations useful?

CHALLENGE:

In what ways can a source be limited?

Why might an interpretation be limited?



Categorise these into “Sources” and “Interpretations”

A newspaper article

A TV documentary 

A history book

A letter 

A diary entry

An interview with a witness

An article on a website

A photograph

A painting

An artefact or object from the 
event

CHALLENGE: Which of these could fit into either category? 



Examining Sources
When we look at sources in history what three things do we consider?

CONTENT

PROVENANCE

OWN KNOWLEDGE

What might we think about when we consider these factors?



Examining Sources

You have two real sources from the Roswell Incident

Analyse them and underneath each source write a summary of their:

- Content
- Provenance
- Your own knowledge

CHALLENGE: 
Explain which source you think is the most useful based on these 
three elements.



Examining Interpretations

Interpretations are historians views of what happened. They base 
their views on sources that they investigate.
You have two historians interpretations on the Roswell Incident. Read 
each interpretation and answer the questions below, then have a go 
at the extension.

EXTENSION: 
What links can you find between the sources and the 
interpretations?

CHALLENGE:
Which source did each historian use in their interpretation?



GCSE FOCUS – Interpretations and Sources

A number of important GCSE questions look at interpretations 
and sources. We are going to practice two of these today.

One question asks you what is different between two 
interpretations.

The other question asks you why they are different. 



GCSE FOCUS – 4 mark “What” question

Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the crash at Roswell.

What is the main difference between the views? Explain you answer, using details from 
both interpretations. 

In this GCSE question, you have to say what the differences are 
between two interpretations. 

To get full marks, you need to identify what each interpretation 
says and include quotes from the interpretations to support your 

point. 



GCSE FOCUS – 4 mark “What” question

Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the crash at Roswell.

What is the main difference between the views? Explain you answer, using details from 
both interpretations. 

The main view of Interpretation 1 is that… An example of this is “…”

However, the main view of Interpretation 2 is that… An example of this is “…”

The main difference between Interpretation 1 and Interpretation 2 is…



GCSE FOCUS – 4 mark “Why” question

Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about the Roswell 
Incident of 1947. 

You may use Sources A and B to help explain your answer. 

In this GCSE question, you have to say why two historians have 
come to different conclusions.

To get full marks, you need to give one good reason why they have 
come to different conclusions and use quotes from the sources to 
show how the sources may have affected the historians opinions.



GCSE FOCUS – 4 mark “Why” question

Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about the Roswell 
Incident of 1947. 

You may use Sources A and B to help explain your answer. 

One reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 are different could be…

The author of Interpretation 1 may think that… because he is using sources 
like… For example…

The author of Interpretation 2 may think that… because he is using sources 
like… For example…



Plenary Quiz

1. What are sources?

2. What three things do think about when we examine sources?

3. What are interpretations? 

4. How do historians form their opinions?

5. Why might historians come to different conclusions?
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