


ANSWERS



Title: Why was the Domesday Book so significant?

Learning Objectives
-Describe what information to Domesday Book collected. 

-Explain why the Domesday Book was useful to William. 

-Assess the significance of the Domesday Book. 

Rule of law, 

tolerance How are 

records held 

today?



The Domesday Book

The Domesday Book was a complete written record of 
property ownership across England, and was completed 
in less than a year. At the time it was called the 
Winchester Book, but later became better known as the 
Domesday Book.

At Christmas 1085 William ordered a survey of England. 
Men were sent to investigate the landholdings of each 
shire: who held what land, what taxes they owed the king 
and whether they could pay any more. The results of this 
survey were written up was called the Domesday Book.

Task: Sum up what the Domesday book was in no more 
than 20 words.

Learning Objectives
-Describe what information to Domesday Book collected. 

-Explain why the Domesday Book was useful to William. 

-Assess the significance of the Domesday Book. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=om_BIzXaVwU



Source A
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for 1085 describes the way 

the Domesday Book data was collected.

The King sent his men over all England into every shire 
and had them find out how many hundred hides there 
were in the shire, or what land and cattle the king himself 
had in the country, or what dues he ought to have in 
twelve months from the shire. Also he had a record of 
how much … everybody had who was occupying land in 
England, in land or cattle, and how much money it was 
worth.

What does the source say about the 
Domesday Book?

Does the source help you find out about 
the reasons for the Domesday Book? Use 2 
quotes from the source.

Can you trust the source to tell you about 
the Domesday Book? Think about the 
provenance of the source.

Challenge: How useful is the source for 
telling you about the Domesday Book? 



Learning Objectives
-Describe what information to Domesday Book collected. 

-Explain why the Domesday Book was useful to William. 

-Assess the significance of the Domesday Book. 

The Domesday Book

Look at this extract as a class. 

1. What can you learn from this 
extract?

2. Why would this be useful for King 
William?

3. Can you see any issues with this 
source?



Learning Objectives
-Describe what information to Domesday Book collected. 

-Explain why the Domesday Book was useful to William. 

-Assess the significance of the Domesday Book. 



Match the significance to 
the description and the 
symbol.

In your books write a 
judgement. Why do you 
think the Domesday Book 
was significant?

Challenge: How would 
perspective change your 
answer? Would a peasant and 
a knight agree on the same 
reason the Domesday Book 
was significant?

FinancialLegal           

Military     



Legal significance

Military significance

Financial significance

Many of William’s tenants-in-chief enjoyed special 
deals that meant they didn’t have to pay geld tax on 

some of their land. 

It is possible William has a plan to reverse some of 
these privileges as a way of getting more money from 
his tenants, as he did in 1084 and 1086.  The king also 
made money from charging reliefs to new tenants and 

for heirs too young to inherit land.

The Domesday Book includes many cases of Anglo-
Saxons claiming that land of theirs had been taken 

from them.

The Domesday surveys were made as fairly as possible, 
with all the key people in each hundred having a 

chance to say who really owned what. It therefore had 
a role in sorting out legal arguments over land.

The council that William held about the Domesday 
Book was primarily called to discuss ways to counter a 

new Viking invasion threat in 1085. Even though the 
Danish invasion never happened, William took it 
seriously, and brought thousands of soldiers from 
Normandy and housed them with landholders in 

England. The Domesday Book may have been used to 
help with this preparation.
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Describe two features of the 
Domesday Book

(4 marks)

One key feature was…

For example…

A second key feature 
was… 

For example…

Mark scheme 

1 mark 1 feature identified

1 mark Back up for feature 



One key feature was… the financial 
significance

For example… It allowed William to work 
out ‘at a glance’ the financial 
opportunities were whenever a tenant-
in-chief died or forfeited their fief.

A second key feature was… the military 
significance.

For example… It would have given 
William an insight into how many soldiers 
each tenant-in-chief could provide in 
times of trouble.

Describe two features of the 
Domesday Book

(4 marks)

Mark scheme 

1 mark 1 feature identified

1 mark Back up for feature 



‘The main significance of the Domesday Book was financial.’ How far do you 
agree? Explain your answer.
You may use the following in your answer:
• Invasion threats
• The geld tax

You must also use information of your own. 16 marks



Exam style question, section B

‘The main significance of the 
Domesday Book was financial.’ 
How far do you agree? Explain 
your answer.
You may use the following in your 
answer:
• Invasion threats
• The geld tax

You must also use information of 
your own. 16 marks

Exam tip
The question is about significance. 
Even if you think the Domesday 
Book was all about money, you still 
need to  show why finance was 
more important than its other 
impacts.

Mark scheme for this question
1-4 marks-Simple answer no real 
knowledge shown.
5-8 marks- Judgement given, some 
knowledge shown – descriptive.
MAX 7 marks if nothing used but 2 
points given.
9-12 marks- Judgement made, good 
own knowledge shown.
MAX 11 marks if nothing used but 2 
points given.
13-16 marks-Judgement, both bullet 
points and lots of knowledge used, well 
explained.
Sentence /paragraphs starters you 
could use;
I agree because …
I disagree because …
From my own knowledge …



How might you connect one or more of these pictures 
to what we have learnt today?


