
The Roswell Incident – Key Context

The US Army Airbase

Near Roswell was a top secret US army airbase. The US army used it as a base to 
conduct research and experiments on new military designs.

Soldiers from the air base would go in to the city of Roswell but they were not allowed 
to tell the public about the weapons they were keeping or the planes they were flying. 

When the Roswell Incident happened in July 1947 the wreckage was collected by the 
air force and taken to the air base. It was never seen again.

The town of Roswell, New Mexico

Roswell is a city in the state of New Mexico in the southern United States. In 1947 it had a 
population of 22,000 people. It was a quiet desert town far away from the big American cities.

The town is in the middle of a large and empty desert. You could go for many miles and not 
see another human. The US Army used this desert to test secret new planes.

The Cold War

After World War II ended in 1945, America and Russia were both in a position to be the 
strongest country in the world. They quickly became bitter rivals and both countries 
began to prepare for war. They stayed at each others throats for the next 50 years in 
what became known as the “Cold War”.

In this “Cold War” the most important weapon became information, both countries 
started to spy on each other as much as possible. They developed new ways of spying 
on each other, these included top secret research in to spy balloons, planes and other 
technology that might give them the edge over their rival.

Strange Events

Humans were just getting used to the idea that there could be life on other planets. Science fiction stories of alien invasions were 
becoming common and NASA had just been formed to start exploring space. In this environment people were excited and 

nervous about the idea that we could contact alien life at any moment.

The Roswell Crash wasn’t the only event around Roswell airbase that caught people’s attention. During the 1950s people 
reported seeing strange silver bodies falling from the sky. This turned out to be US army test dummies being thrown from 

airplanes, but this only helped to make the idea of “Roswell Aliens” more exciting.
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