
Treatment and care of the sick in the 
modern period

Datec/wk

In 1892, one year old Maggie Wade was 
badly scalded by boiling soup. Her family 
lived in a village where people believed in 

the healing powers of a local woman, 
Mrs. Brundish. Maggie’s parents called 
Mrs. Brundish to charm the fire out of 
the little girl, repeating healing words 

and passing her hands over the injuries. 
Maggie’s parents believed some good was 

done but she died the next day. 

1. What does 
this tell us?

2. Why could 
this be 
surprising?

3. Why 
actually is 
not 
surprising? 

Look at the overview of 
treatment & care. Highlight 
examples of change in 1 
colour & continuity in 
another colour.



Care in the early 20th century

In c1900 most sick people are still cared for in 
the home by women. Poor people could not 
afford to see a doctor. Doctors were only used 
for serious illnesses. 

Up until the Second World War old people with 
no family had lived out their final days in a 
hospital.  

Add to your table + colour 
code to show 

continuity/change



Introducing 
the NHS

Complete your sheet – fill in the gaps & 
stick in
• Why was it introduced?
• What was it?
Clip: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zt
fjtfr

Add to your table + colour code 
to show continuity/change

https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztfjtfr


Treatments
• In 1900 most people were still taking 

herbal remedies such as Beecham’s 
bought from a chemist to treat their 
illness.

• People still pray today to treat illness.
• Bleeding & purging still used at the 

beginning of the 20th century. 
• Rest, exercise & diet still encouraged.
• Vinegar & brown paper used to treat 

headaches in the 1930s.
• 1909 – Magic Bullets
• 1943 – Penicillin 

Add to your table 
+ colour code to 

show 
continuity/change



Introducing: High-tech medical & 
surgical treatments in hospitals

A= 4
B = 5
C =1
D = 7
E = 2
F = 3
G =6  

Add to your table 
+ colour code to 

show 
continuity/change



A. In 1945 the The Labour Party won a landslide election 
victory against the  Conservatives. This may seem 
surprising as Winston Churchill had led the country through 
WWII, however it was Labour who promised to make 
Beveridge’s ideas of a NHS into practice. Anuerin Bevan a 
Welsh Labour MP who had been an ex miner made sure this 
happened and in July 1948 the NHS begins. 

F. The rich are against the setting up of the NHS. They do not 
want to pay extra tax and they can already afford health care. 
Many believe that the poor will just want more for free is health 
care is provided. 

N. Some doctors were against the 
NHS as they were afraid they would 
lose their freedom and be unable to 
treat private patients who paid fees. 

C. The government allowed doctors to work for the NHS and 
treat private patients in order to get doctors on board. 

L. Individuals such as Alexander Fleming + 
Florey and Chain were important to the 
development of penicillin.

E. William Beveridge and Anuerin Bevan was crucial to the setting 
up of the NHS. 

O. Ehrlich, Hata and Domagk 
developed the first magic bullets, 
Salvarsan 606 to treat syphilis 
and Prontosilto treat blood 
poisoning. 

R. X Rays, Hart bypasses, prosthetic limbs tiny cameras, 
robotic surgery and key hole surgery would not be possible 
without advancements in technology. 

I. Kidney transplants are only successful due to 
surgical techniques such as microsurgery to reattach 
tiny nerve endings and blood vessels. 

S. Radiotherapy is used as treatment due to better 
understanding of science and technology. However Marie 
Curie was the individual who discovered X Rays and 
developed its use in treatments. 

J. The German government funded Ehrlich in his work 
developing magic bullets and the US government funded 
research into penicillin. 

D. The Second World War sped up development and mass 
production of penicillin to reduce the number of deaths 
from infection. 

H. The Second World War led to a 
change in attitudes in Britain. 
People recognised the need for 
government intervention in health 
care after events such as the Blitz 
and evacuation of children. Ordinary 
people demanded change which is 
why they voted for the Labour 
government. 

Q. There was little money 
following World War Two to spend 
on medical care. The government 
due to the introduction of the 
NHS are responsible for 2,688 
hospitals. Many were built in 19th

century and need updating. There 
were also more hospitals in the 
south East and London than 
anywhere else. 

B. GPs surgeries needed modernisation. ¼ of GPs in 1950 
were unsatisfactory. The problem was made worse by the 
NHS as more people began visiting the NHS leading to 
increased waiting times. This showed access had improved 
but not provision (treatment). 

G. In the 1960s the government put in place 
changes to improve the NHS. Plans were put in place 
to make sure hospitals were evenly spread across 
the country. In 1966 they introduced a GPs charter 
which encouraged them to work tin practices and 
keep up with medical developments. The government 
manages the NHS and didn’t just fund it, this led to 
improvements in care. 

K. Scientists struggle to develop a 
vaccine against some viruses. A 
different flu virus is available every as 
scientists develop it in response to the 
most common strains of flu virus at 
that time. 

M. New diseases keep appearing which do not 
respond to any chemical treatments that we 
currently know about. Scientists have to keep going 
back to the lab to test compounds in the hope that 
they might find one that is effective. 

P. Microbes are living 
organisms and they have 
evolved to beat some of the 
cures doctors have been 
using. This has led to drug 
resistant bacteria, such as 
MRSA. 

Task 1) Go through boxes A-S & decide whether it is to do with care (C ) OR Treatment (T)
Task 2) Go through boxes A-S and decide whether it is suggesting care/treatment improved or did not improve (colour code)
Task 3) Go through boxes A-S and decide which factor affected it GOVERNMENT, WAR, CHANCE, ATTITUDES, INDIVIDUALS, SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY (write factors in book and letters than apply to each factor below?)



Explain why there were change in methods of treating illness and caring for the sick in the 20th century. You may use the 
following in your answer: individuals, government (12 marks). 

Point Individuals Government 

Eviden
ce

Explain This led to change in methods of 
treating illness/caring for the sick 
because…

This led to change in methods of 
treating illness/caring for the sick 
because…

This led to change in methods of 
treating illness/caring for the 
sick because…



‘Treatment of diseases and care of the sick completely changed after 1800’. How far do you agree with this statement?
You may use the following in your answer:
-magic bullets
-the NHS

Point Magic bullets (agree/disagree) The NHS (agree/disagree)

Evidence

Explain This shows that… This shows that… This shows that…

Conclusion: How far do you agree? Why is your view stronger than the other side? Weigh up and analyse



Medieval Renaissance Industrial Modern
Treat
ment

-praying
-bleeding
-purging
-bathing

-Looking at symptoms & 
treating each symptom 
(Thomas Sydenham)
-bleeding
-purging
-herbal remedies from 
the New World (America)
-transferring 
(transference)

-Carbolic Acid
-Herbal remedies
-Chloroform

-magic bullets
-penicillin

Car
e

1000 hospitals 30% 
owned by the church.
Monks & nuns cared 
for the old not the 
sick in these 
hospitals.
Other healers 
included: barber 
surgeons, surgeons, 
apothecaries, women, 
midwives. 
Most cannot afford 
to see a physician, 
the physician only 
diagnoses illness, 
they do not treat. 
Most people are 
treated by women in 
the home. 
There were specialist 
hospitals for example 
lazar houses for 
people with leprosy. 

Due to the dissolution of 
the monasteries there 
were less hospitals.
Hospitals that are left 
are funded by charity.
Some specialist hospitals 
such as pox houses and 
pest houses were set up.
Healers included: barber 
surgeons, surgeons, 
apothecaries, women, 
midwives
Most cannot afford to see 
a physician, the physician 
only diagnoses illness, 
they do not treat. 
Most people are treated 
by women in the home. 

By 1700 there were only 
5 hospitals left in the 
country & they were all in 
London. 
Most people are still 
cared for in the home. 
Even surgery is done here 
as it is safer. 
In the 18th century more 
hospitals began to appear 
thanks to donations. 
Some doctors offered 
their services free of 
charge. Hospitals became 
places were the sick were 
now treated as well as a 
place for the old. 
There were nurses, 
doctors, surgeons and 
apothecaries in hospitals. 
Florence Nightingale’s 
work led to more hygienic 
and orderly care + better 
trained nurses. 

Biggest 
change to 

treatment?

Biggest 
change to 

care?

Factors most 
important?




	Treatment and care of the sick in the modern period
	Care in the early 20th century
	Introducing the NHS
	Treatments
	Introducing: High-tech medical & surgical treatments in hospitals
	Slide Number 6
	�
	�
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

