
 
(1) Anglo-Saxon & Norman revision  

Anglo-Saxon society 
-1060, 2 million people in Britain, hard life, high infant mortality, most people farmed. 
Social System 
-Majority of people were peasants, rented land, worked to feed themselves & family. 
-Peasants had to do a set amount of work for the lord-if they didn’t they lost land. 
-Ceorls (free peasants) did some work for the lord. Everyone did something for land.  
Slaves 
-10% of the population.  
-Bought & sold, not always harshly punished, slaves part of everyday life. 
Thegns 
-Local lords-4,000-5,000 by 1060. Holds land-Hides (120 acres), lived in a manor 
house with a separate church. Part of the aristocracy/warrior class.  
Earls 
-Top aristocrats, 2nd to the king, owed loyalty. Competed to be Kings favourite-they 
could earn rewards & honour. 
-Some Earls challenged the Kings power.  

 
(2) Anglo-Saxon & Norman revision  

Changing Social status 
-Status did not always depend on ancestors.   
-Peasants & merchants could become Thegns. 
-Slaves could be freed, peasants could sell themselves in to slavery.  
-Thegns could be Earls. 
-Earls could become Kings and demoted to Thegns.  
Power of the King 
-Made laws, money (silver coin), gave & took away land, raised an army & fleet, 
decided on tax, protected the people from attack. (all boys at 12 swore oath to the 
king)  
Duties of the people 
-Obey the law, use the Kings coin, pay tax, do military service.  
Edward the Confessor (power) 
-Led the army but not a warrior-Used powerful Earls, Godwin especially.  
Kings gave out the land and wealth of people they defeated to their own followers.  
-He was a respected lawmaker, understood quarrels could unrest communities.  
-He was Pious (religious), Kings were seen as god’s link on earth. 

 
(3) Anglo-Saxon & Norman revision  

Limits to the Kings power 
-Danelaw (old Viking laws & customs, kept in areas where Viking rule was strongest). 
-People wanted local rule, not Kings rule. 
-Earl Godwin (Wessex)-richest Earldom, strong military, powerful family, more 
powerful than the king.   
-Godwin did not want to be disloyal, but wanted his family and followers in important 
church and Earl positions. 
-1050 Godwin & the King clashed, Edward ordered Godwin to punish the people of 
Dover for attacking an embassy from Boulogne, Godwin refused. Siward & Leofric put 
Godwin in exile. In 1051 Godwin returned with a fleet Edward gave him back his 
Earldom to avoid war.  
Witan 
-Advisory council. 
-Made up of Earls & Archbishops. 
-Discussed; foreign threats, religious affairs & land disputes. 
-They had to approve a new king. 

-Kings did not have to follow their advice. 
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Earldoms  
-Introduced by King Cnut in 1015, Cnut gave loyal & strong men Earldoms. 
-Earls given some of the powers of the king-collected taxes, kept 1/3 of taxes, they 
were rich-expected to use the money to keep power & control. 
-Oversaw justice & punishments, only king could make laws, Earls powerful & 
influential.  
-Great military power, led hundreds of Thegns, they had Housecarls (highly trained 
troops). 
-King used Earls like generals.  
Limits to the Earls power 
-Weaker under a strong king. 
-Edward depended on the Earls, especially Godwin. 
-When Edward brought Normans in to top positions the Earls kicked off and the 
Normans sent home. 
-Earls relied on Thegns. 
-They could be removed from power- Earl Tostig of Northumbria exiled in 1065. 
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Earl Tostig (Godwinson) 
-Earl of Northumbria for 10 years, Northumbria had bandits/robbers, Tostig hunted 
them down (much less safe place after his exile). 
-Tostig used his power to benefit himself, he warned/threatened rich families. 
-Showed Earls could solve & create problems.  
Local Government 
-Shire (area)-Social (own court), political (used the Shire Reeve), economic (each shire 
had a Burh (fortified town) & military (provided soldiers for the fyrd).  
-Shires were divided in to hundreds (unit of land). 
-Tithings (groups of 10 households).  
Shire Reeve (sheriff) 
-Local government official, worked in the earldom. 
-Collected revenue, Geld tax (land tax), collect fines from the shire court, 
enforced/witnessed the law, provide men for the fyrd & forced the upkeep of roads 
and forts.  
-King issued orders-writs, sealed with his stamp.  
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Fyrd (military service) 
-Every 5 hides had to provide 1 man for the fyrd & battle equipment. 
-Select fyrd-fight anywhere. (Thegns, well equipped, weapons, armour & horses) 
-General fyrd- men who fought in local area. 
-Military service fixed at 40 days so men could get back to their farms.  
Legal System 
King 
-Lawmaker, punished offences harshly, provided peace & expected to provide justice.  
Blood feuds/Wergild  
-Family members attacked then family sought revenge! 
-Blood feud-if a family member was killed, the family could kill a member of the 
murderers family.  
-Wergild was the solution- the murderer was fined for killing someone and had to pay 
the family of the victim (different cost dependant on status) 
Ceorl-20 shillings, Thegn 1,200 shillings, Earl/Archbishop-3,600 shillings 

(1 shilling =£100 today)  
 

7 Anglo-Saxon & Norman revision 
Harold – Earl of Wessex  
-1053 Godwin died, by the 1060’s the Godwins controlled most of England. 
-Harold succeeded to become Earl of Wessex. Gaining Wealth, Influence and Power 
-1055 Tostig becomes Earl of Northumbria. 
-1057 Leofwine becomes Earl in South-West Midlands and Gyrth becomes Earl of 
East Anglia. 
-Edith (sister of Harold) married Edward. Made Edward and the Godwins kin.  
Military Challenges  
-Only Aelfgar Earl of Mercia could challenge the Godwins power. Exiled twice in 
1050’s, teamed with Welsh King Llywelyn to have it returned. Aelfgar died in 1062. 
-King Edward and the Godwins invaded Wales by land and sea. Harold sent Llewelyn’s 
head to Edward and installed a ‘puppet’ king whom he could control.  
Edward and Normandy 
-Edward lived in Normandy for 25 years while in exile. Edwards mother was Norman.  
-When Edward reclaimed the throne in 1043, he brought his ‘favourites’ from 
Normandy too. By 1060 Anglo-Saxon England and Normandy were very well 
connected. 

8. Anglo-Saxon & Norman revision 
Harold’s Embassy to Normandy 
-1064/5 Harold went to Normandy on a mission from King Edward. Captured by Guy 
of Ponthieu. William demands Harold is handed over. Harold helps William with 
military campaigns. Given weapons and armour. 
-Harold passes on Edwards message and swears oath to William upon holy relics.  
Normans Say 
-Edward sent Harold to Normandy to plan Williams accession to the throne. Harold = 
oath breaker.  
Anglo-Saxons Say 
-Harold went to Normandy to recover relatives held hostage by William. 
Risings Against Tostig 
-Northumbria different from Wessex. Viking settlers, Danelaw, different language. 
-Tostig was a southerner. Northerners had always governed Northumbria. 
-Tostig ruled for 10 years, allowed Malcom III to invade, taxed heavily, brought in 
southern laws, assassinated high-born rivals. 
- 1065 Rebels march on York, kill 7 Housecarls. Invite Morcar to lead them. 
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Harold’s Response to Rising  
-Harold met with Rebels, agreed to terms: Harold would marry Morcar’s sister (2nd 
Wife under Danelaw). Agreed Tostig had gone too far. Tostig was to be exiled. 
-Edward commanded an army to be raised to crush the rising. Not obeyed by earls.  
Significance 
-Harold had betrayed his brother. Wanted the kingdom united. Tostig would be a 
rival to the throne. Serving own ambitions to be king? 
-Edward was ill. The Earls had challenged the power of the king. 
Death of Edward 5th Jan 1066 
-No children and therefore a succession crisis. Bayeux Tapestry shows Edward dying 
with Edith, Harold, Stigand, and ministers around him. Last wish for Harold to be 
king? -Harold had the military power, and the support from other nobles. Crowned 
king 6th January. 
Rivals to Throne 
-Edgar Aethling (King Worthy)(1051-1126). Nephew of Edward. Royal blood. 
Considered too young and weak to defend the realm.  
-Harald Hardrada (1015-1066). King of Norway. Viking raider, Danelaw may welcome. 
15,000 warriors + support from Tostig. 

10.     Anglo-Saxon & Norman Revision 
William (1028-1087) 
-Ambitious, claimed Edward had promised him the throne.  
-Edward knew William well (distant cousins). Edward spent time in Normandy while in 
exile. William’s claim to the throne had the backing of the Pope 
-Normans were the most renowned warriors in Europe 
However 
-Edward could not choose his own successor. Anglo-Saxon law meant the Witan had 
to select the new king. They would not accept William/a Norman as king. 
Harold’s Coronation  
-6th January 1066. The day after Edward died and the same day as his burial. 
The Witan and Harold’s Challenges 
-The Witan selected the king, but often made the obvious choice(if the king had sons), 
however also influenced by the needs of the kingdom so chose Harold over Edgar.  
-Tostig was looking for allies against Harold. 
-Harold had to get acceptance from Earl Edwin(Mercia) and Earl 
Morcar(Northumbria). Harold went to meet the Witan members in York to gain their 
support. 
-Harold gathered the largest army England had seen and sent it to the South Coast to 
wait for Williams invasion. 
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Summer 1066 
-As summer ended, Harald Hardrada and Tostig landed in at the Humber in 200-300 warships 
with 10,000 Vikings.  
-They marched on York (old capital of Viking state) but their path was blocked by an Anglo-
Saxon army led by the Earls Edwin and Morcar 
-The Earls had decided to fight a pitched battle rather than withstand a siege in York 
Gate Fulford 20th September 1066 
-The English Earls were beaten by the Vikings. They were outnumbered, and Hardrada and his 
Housecarls were battle hardened veterans. 
-Edwin and Morcar had positioned themselves with a marsh at their rear. When they tried to 
retreat, the English got stuck in this and were easily cut down. 
-After Fulford, Tostig exchanged hostages with York, which surrendered without a fight 
King Harold’s march north 
-Warned quickly by beacons that the Vikings had landed. Took his own Housecarls north. 
Marched 185 miles in 5 days. Strategic masterstroke. 
-Harold thought it was now too late in the year for William to cross the channel, and the wind 
was still blowing from the north when Harold set off, which he knew would keep William in 
Normandy.   
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The Battle of Stamford Bridge 25th September 1066 
-Harold launched a surprise attack. Vikings did not expect him to get there so quickly.  
-Complete success for Harold. Hardrada and Tostig were both killed, along with 
thousands of his men. Only 24 of Hardrada’s ships returned home.  
-The Vikings had left around a third of their men, and all their armour with their ships. 
They also only fought five days earlier and would not have expected another battle so 
soon.  
-They were also misled to believe England hated its new king.  
-This battle proved the prowess of the Harold’s housecarls as formidable warriors.  
Consequences of Gate Fulford and Stamford Bridge 
-Harold was not there to prevent Williams landing.  
-Edwin and Morcar did not go with him south as they had lost thousands of men at 
Gate Fulford.  
-Harold’s army was exhausted from battle, Harold possibly overconfident after 
beating Hardrada. 
-Harold now had to march the 185-mile journey back south, to fight William at 
Hastings. 
 



 

13.    Anglo-Saxon & Norman Revision 
The Battle of Hastings 14th October 1066 
-Harold did not achieve surprise like he had on Hardrada. However, he did reach the 
high ground first which put William knights at a disadvantage. 
-There was also marshland either side of the English shield wall, which meant it could 
not be outflanked. 
Opening of the Battle 
-The battle was unusually long: 8 hours. Harold stood his ground and withstood 
attacks form Norman infantry and cavalry.  
-After several failed attacks a rumour that William was dead threatened his men’s 
morale. William showed his face to rally his troops. 
The Shield Wall is worn down 
-After another failed Norman assault, many Harold’s men left the shield wall to chase 
the Normans, this weakened the shield wall and left them vulnerable to William’s 
knights. 
The Last Stand 
-Harold, his brothers Gyrth and Leofwine, and their housecarls made a desperate 
stand around their standards. However, they were now completely overwhelmed. 

-The Anglo-Saxons fought to the last man. William was victorious 
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William’s Knights 
Gonfanon – A battle pennant used for giving tactical signals.  
The knights were equipped with lances, javelins, swords, maces, mail, a conical 
helmet, and a kite shield. They also had large war horses equipped with a saddle and 
stirrups, so they could stand in the saddle. 
Harold’s Housecarls  
Equipped with javelins, swords, battle axes, Shields (usually round and used to make a 
shield wall), chain mail or metal plates sewn onto leather, conical helmet with nose-
piece. 
Other troops 
Both armies had a core or elite troops and ordinary soldiers. 
-William’s foot soldiers – mixture of Normans and soldier-for-hire, archers and 
crossbowmen. The others had javelins or swords. 

-Harold’s fyrdsmen – hastily gathered on his trip south. Thegns had shields 
and armour, general fyrd had agricultural tools to fight with. Not many 
archers. 
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Reasons for William’s victory 
-Tactics – Shield wall tactics were sophisticated, effective against archers and initially 
against cavalry (as they had to charge up hill). 
-While the English all fought same way, William had mix of troops and used different 
attacking tactics until he found what worked. 
-Archers weakened the shield wall then cavalry charged through and broke it. 
-‘feigned retreat’ – Norman troops pretended to flee and panic, English foot soldiers 
chased them, this weakened the shield wall further. 
William’s leadership 
-William waited for Harold to disband the fyrd on the south coast before he set sail. 
-He kept his army and fleet together, keeping them fed and watered. 
-The crossing with horses = ambitious, they were specially bred and trained. 
-When landed they marched to Hastings and converted an iron age fort into a castle. 
This had been pre-fabricated in Normandy to be put together quickly. This gave them 
security from attack. 
- He allowed his men to cause great destruction to the surrounding area. 
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Harold’s leadership 
Harold’s military leadership was highly regarded throughout England. However: 
-Calling his army in May = problem. Had to be maintained for 4 months before 
disbanding it. 
-He could have waited in London for William to come to him. 
-William learned of Harold’s muster point and arrived before Harold’s army were 
ready. 
Leadership and luck 
-Hardraada’s invasion happened when it did. Harold’s rapid marches up to York and 
back again weakened his defences. 
-William’s fleet lucky not to be destroyed in winter storms when crossing the Channel. 
-Medieval battles were chaotic. Despite differences in tactics and troops, the two 
sides seem to have been evenly matched. 

-William perhaps owes his victory to the indiscipline of the fyrd. 
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The submission of the earls, 1066 
-William and surviving troops returned to Hastings and waited for surviving A-S earls 
would surrender to him, no-one came. 
-Survivors of Harold’s army fled back to London. 
-The Witan elected Edgar Aethling as king. 
-William needed to get the south coast under control so reinforcements and supplies 
could be brought over from Normandy. He also seized the treasury at Winchester. 
-Once secure William led his troops to London. 
-As they went, Normans destroyed homes and farms, the inhabitants of towns were 
intimidated and surrendered to William. 
-London was heavily fortified so William went to Berkhamstead and met Edgar 
Aethling and leading nobles who submitted to William, swore oaths to obey him and 
gave him hostages to guarantee their promises. 
-They offered him the crown. In return, William promised to be a ‘gracious lord’ to 
them. 
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Why did the earls submit in 1066?     
Strengths of earls’ position: 
-London heavily fortified, William would lose lots of men if he attacked directly. 
-The earls rallied round Edgar who had a better claim to the throne. 
-William may have control of Wessex but not of Northumbria and Mercia (next two 
strongest earldoms representing over half the country). 
Weaknesses of earls’ position: 
-William’s route threatened to cut off London’s reinforcements from the north. 
-Edgar and the earls could not agree on what to do. 
-The best warriors in England had been killed at Hastings. 
Strengths of William’s position: 
-By seizing the treasury Edgar could not reward loyal followers, William could. 
-William was an effective leader and his followers continued to obey him. 
-Destroying everything in the path of his army meant people rushed to submit to him. 
Weaknesses of William’s position: 
-William and troops deep in enemy territory with no secure place to retreat. 
-William’s claim to throne irrelevant if Witan had already chosen new king. 
-William’s troops were tiny compared to a fyrd levied from the earls. 
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William was crowned king of England on 25th December 1066 in Westminster 
cathedral. He swore he would rule like the best A-S kings had. 
Rewarding Anglo-Saxon loyalty 
-William wanted a trouble-free takeover, A-S continued to have important 
government roles. 
-Leading earls kept their earldoms (Edwin and Morcar), archbishops like Stigand and 
Ealdred kept their positions. William offered rewards for A-S loyalty 
Rewarding William’s followers 
-He sent rich gifts to the pope and to Church supporters in Normandy. 
-He set geld a tax. This would help pay his mercenaries. 
-He declared that all the land in England now belonged to him. He was free to grant 
this land to those who had served him well. 
-All who fought against him at Hastings lost the right to their lands. This gave him all 
the land of the Godwinson’s, including Wessex, the richest earldom of all. 
-William also inherited Edward’s royal estates as the new king (around 1/5 of all land). 
-The biggest winners were William’s family and close friends, all Normans. 
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Establishing control on the borderlands 
-William established three new earldoms centred on Hereford, Shrewsbury and 
Chester. These were called the marcher earldoms. 
Key features of Marcher earldoms: 
-Smaller than most earldoms, made them easier to control. 
-Had special rights e.g. create towns and markets and establish churches. This helped 
attract Normans to England and settle the frontier regions. 
-Full power of the law, Sheriffs worked for the earl and controlled shire courts giving 
the earls almost complete power over the legal system = earls became central figures 
of law and respond quickly to unrest or disobedience. 
-Exempted from tax to reward their loyalty and encourage other earls to spend out 
on new settlements and defences. 
-The right to build castles everywhere else the earls had to get permission from the 
king. Castles used to control the area and launch attacks into Wales. 
-The Marcher earls had more independence from the king but were not the king’s 
equals. They gave allegiance and military service to the king. 
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Reasons for building castles 
-key to William establishing control over England, est. 500 built during his reign. 
-almost unheard of in A-S England, very different to the fortified burhs. 
Key features and advantages of castles: 
-quick to build and difficult to attack. 
-palisade(strong fence); Access to keep was steep or over a bridge; keep provided a 
lookout point, an elevated point for archers and a final point of defence; motte was a 
large mound of earth, 5-7 metres high and fireproof; ditch sometimes filled with 
water surrounding the palisade; the bailey was the enclosure below the motte where 
stables and barracks were kept, during attack locals could shelter here; access 
controlled through a gatehouse, sometimes over a drawbridge. 
Why were castles important? 
-Built in strategic locations e.g. river crossings or near passes through mountains. 
-Used a s a base by the lord of the area. 
-Used to dominate territory newly brought under Norman control. Often in towns. 
-Symbol of Norman power, everyone in the area could see them. 
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How were castles different to burhs? 
-Burhs were public, maintained by the town for the protection of all; castles were 
generally private, built for the lord and his garrison (troops who defended the castle). 
-Burh’s were big, enclosing a whole town, castles were small and easy to defend. 
-Burhs hard to get into but easy to set fire to. Castles though made of wood as had 
earthworks and the motte raised the keep high and protected using wet animal skins. 
-Burhs designed to protect Anglo-Saxons; castles used to control them. In rebellious 
areas castles were spaced 32km apart. Norman troops could travel up to 32km in a 
day, meaning unrest could be dealt with quickly. 
 
-When castles were built sometimes hundreds of houses were demolished to make 
room. Locals were made to build the castles. They took between 4-9 months to build. 
 
-Troops would be based in the castle’s garrison, ready to attack troublemakers.  
-The local skyline would be dominated by the castle. 
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Revolt of Edwin and Morcar in 1068 
In Spring 1067 William returned home to Normandy in triumph. He took Edgar 
Aethling, Earls Edwin, Morcar and Waltheof among others and lots of treasure. When 
he returned in December 1067 Norman control was under threat.  
-In 1068, Edwin and Morcar fled William’s court. They went north and were joined by 
many others in rebellion against William, all protesting at the injustice and tyranny of 
his rule. 
-Edwin resented that he went back on his word to marry William’s daughter, his 
earldom was also much smaller with less power. 
-Morcar’s earldom was reduced in size. Loss of land = loss of power and money. 
-Bad government: Odo of Bayeux and William FitzOsbern had seized land unlawfully 
and allowed soldiers to A-S rape women without punishment when in charge. 
-Loss of lands: Odo and FitzOsberns land grabs were repeated all over the country. 
-Castles: resented wherever built. Castleries were set up (units of land controlled by 
the governor of the castle, Castellan) they could get locals to provide things for the 
castle and destroy homes when building them. 
-Taxes: The heavy geld tax was resented, much went back to Normandy. 
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Revolt of Edwin and Morcar in 1068 continued 
-When William heard of the revolt he took his forces north and built castles as he 
went. Edwin and Morcar quickly surrendered. Edgar fled to Scotland, where Malcolm 
III took him in. The revolt was over but resistance continued. Rebellions in England 
could count on Welsh support. 
Reasons for the revolts failure 
-Revolt collapsed quickly when Edwin and Morcar surrendered. 
-William’s show of strength convinced others further revolt was useless. 
-One reason Edwin and Morcar might have surrendered so quickly was it was a test to 
see how quickly William could respond. 
-Rebels were not united in a common cause, each had their own resentments. 
Outcomes of the revolt 
-Edgar’s escape to Scotland created a new centre of resistance, important for next big 
rebellion in 1069. 
-One reason William had no need to compromise with the rebels was that his castle 
building proved exceptionally effective at imposing control. 
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Edgar the Aethling and the rebellions in the North, 1069 
These rebellions were very dangerous for William because: 
-Rebels from Northumbria joined forces with Edgar the Aethling. 
-Edgar had the backing of Malcolm III of Scotland. 
-King Sweyn of Denmark sent a fleet of ships and warriors to join Edgar and the rebels. 
Death of Robert Cumin: 
He became the new earl of Northumbria. In January 1069 he went north and attacked 
towns and villages on his way. At Durham he was warned to stop but didn’t and his 
troops were slaughtered. He took refuge in the bishop’s house but rebels set fire to it 
and he was killed when forced out by the flames. 
The uprising in York: 
Soon after Cumin’s murder, a similar uprising happened in York which killed the 
governor and many Norman troops. Edgar and his supporters arrived from Scotland 
and joined the rebels. Word got to William and he arrived quickly. York was laid to 
waste, Edgar escaped back to Scotland. A new castle was quickly built and FitzOsbern 
was left in charge of the North. William returned to Winchester for Easter.  
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The Anglo-Danish attack on York 
-In September 1069 King Sweyn of Denmark arrived with his fleet on the coast of 
England, he believed William was vulnerable. He raided up the East coast and met up 
with Edgar, mid-September – significant threat to William. Danes had allies in Danelaw 
and A-S across England would join Edgar against the Normans. 
-The combined army marched on York. Normans accidentally set fire to York and went 
to meet the Anglo-Danish army, they were destroyed. William’s control of England 
under severe threat. 
-Two reasons the Normans held on: 1. William’s leadership, he led troops into rebel 
area and rebels scattered; 2. Instead of pressing south to challenge Norman control 
directly, the Anglo-Danish army split up. 
-After victory in York, The Danes went to Lincolnshire, difficult to access via land 
because of swamps. The A-S rebels scattered. Then news of rebellions in Devon, 
Shrewsbury and Chester arrived. But once William’s troops arrived rebels scattered. 
William’s solution 
-He paid the Danes a lot of money to leave and started the ‘Harrying of the North’ 
(total destruction). Burning crops, killing livestock leading to mass starvation. 
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In 1070, a Danish fleet returned to England with King Sweyn as its leader. He set up on 
the isle of Ely, in the middle of the Fens in east Anglia. 
Hereward the Wake 
East Anglia was part of the Danelaw and Sweyn made alliances with local rebel leader 
Hereward the Wake. Hereward was a thegn and had been exiled under Edward and 
returned to find all his land had been given to a Norman. The Archbishop of 
Peterborough was also replaced by a Norman. Hereward began using the local 
Fenland to help fight a guerrilla war against the Normans. 
The attack on Peterborough and fall of Ely 
The Danes and Hereward raided Peterborough Abbey together. The Danes sailed back 
to Denmark with the treasure. Hereward was joined by Morcar and his men. The 
Normans captured Ely and Morcar. Hereward escaped and was not heard of again. 
The end of the Anglo-Saxon rebellions 
The defeat of rebels at Ely marked the end of large-scale Anglo-Saxon rebellions. 
Around the same time Eadric the Wild abandoned his rebellion against the Marcher 
earls. 
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Reasons for the Harrying of the North 1069-70: 
-William swore revenge for the death of Robert Cumin and his men at York. 
-Northern rebels refused to meet in open battle. William’s response made it 
impossible for anyone, including rebels, to stay in the area. 
-The North identified with the Danelaw and needed different tactics. 
-Rebellions in the North triggered rebellions elsewhere in the country.  
-William prioritised England over Normandy. There was a very real threat of a Danish 
invasion which threatened everything William had achieved in England 
Short-term impacts of the Harrying 
-As many as 100,000 people died. 
-Without crops to live on, livestock to slaughter and eat, and little protection from the 
cold winter after homes were burned down, people starved or froze to death. 
-William’s troops also destroyed seed for next year’s crops. Thousands of refugees fled 
the region. 
-There were reports of cannibalism and of people selling themselves into slavery for 
food. 
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Long-term impacts of the Harrying of the North 1069-87 
-60% of Yorkshire was classed as waste and without livestock, nothing to tax. 
-There were between 80,000 and 150,000 fewer people than in January 1066. 
-Removing large numbers of Anglo-Danes from Northumbria had a lasting impact on 
the chances of Danish invasion. 
-For William it was a turning point. He no longer tried to win over the Anglo-Saxon 
aristocracy, he decided to replace them. 
-The Harrying was widely criticised, including by the pope. William devoted much time 
and money to the Church for the rest of his reign in order to make amends for what he 
had done. 
 
Changes in landownership from Anglo-Saxon to Norman, 1066-87 
By 1087: - over half of all land in England was held by about 190 tenants-in-chief. Only 
two of them were Anglo-Saxon. 
-A quarter of the land was held by the Church. Normans held most senior positions. 
-The king’s royal estates made up 1/5 of the land. 
-Less than 5% was held by Anglo-Saxons. 
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Landownership and rebellion 
-The rebellions of 1068, 1069 and 1070-71 showed William that the Anglo-Saxons earls 
could not be trusted. 
-He took their lands and granted it to his followers, no-one got too much. 
-Land was power – it provided taxes and fighting men. A-S earls had been too powerful 
-Before 1066, there were around 4,000 thegns with great status. If earls rebelled, so 
did their thegns. By 1087, these 4,000 thegns were no longer a threat. Most were 
dependent on Normans for a small amount of land. 
How did Anglo-Saxons lose their land? 

1. By forfeit – The king owned all the land so if anyone who acted against the 
king, his or her lands could be forfeited (lost to the king). 

2. New earldoms – William created new earldoms and other blocks of territory 
that he granted to his followers. 

Land grabs – This was the illegal way in which A-S lost their land to Normans. 
Straightforward thefts and seizures of land and corrupt dealings that left A-S with less 
land than before. 
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Changes in landholding after 1071 
Before the rebellions William changed the way he granted land to increase Norman 
control: 
-Before 1071, what an A-S held was passed on the Norman ‘heirs’ wherever it was in 
the country. That meant landholders often held land in many different regions. 
-After 1071, William consolidated more blocks of territory, better for imposing control. 
Anglo-Saxon landholding 
-Bookland: Lords granted land to their followers to pass on to heirs or be sold. 
-Leases: land was loaned to someone for money and a set period of time. 
Both types carried duties e.g. fyrd obligation and geld tax. If someone failed their 
obligations or pay taxes they could lose their land. 
Landholding under the Normans 
-There was only one landowner – the king. 
-A-S had to pay William for the right to keep using their own land. 
-William granted land to his followers. If they died without and heir, the land went 
back to the king, if there was an heir they had to pay tax to the king on inheritance. 
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Landholding under the tenants-in-chief 
-Tenant-in-chief could reallocate land when a thegn died. They could make their 
followers ‘heirs’ to the thegn’s land. 
-They could dispossess thegns who acted against them or failed to fulfil their 
obligations to their lord. 
-Thegns way of life completely changed, many left to fight in Europe as mercenaries. 
Changes for the peasants 
-Peasants farmed the land for the landholders. Ceorls (free peasants) became rare. 
Peasant’s independence was reduced. 
Maintaining royal power – Military strength 
-This was the main way William maintained his power as king. It gave him a legitimacy 
as leader amongst the English as they respected kings who were great warriors.  
-He wanted to be seen as the legitimate ruler, especially as Edgar had his own right to 
the throne. 
Legitimate successor 
William’s claim to the throne – that Edward promised him – was stressed throughout 
his reign. He was also Edward’s cousin and God supported him as Harold had broken 
his oath to support his claim and helped him win. 
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Royal ceremonies 
At his coronation, William swore to preserve Edward the Confessor’s laws, protect the 
Church and rule with equal justice for all his subjects. Then he received the crown, the 
symbol of royal power, and was anointed with sacred oil, which confirmed him as 
being appointed king by the will of God. William made sure to be seen wearing his 
crown three times a year when discussing important business. 
Coinage and writs 
William took control of the minting of coins, with his image on them, as did the Royal 
seal which was attached to the king’s writs (official documents) 
Journeys around England 
The royal court travelled around England meeting important local families and officials 
to maintain royal power in each region. 
Owning the land 
Now everyone who held land was connected in a chain of tenants-in-chief directly to 
the king.  
Oath-taking 
All me would swear to serve William loyally in ceremonies. 
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Revolt of the Earls 
The revolt of 1075 was different from the rebellions of 1068-71 because it included 
Normans rebelling against William and Anglo-Saxons defending the king. 
-The rebellion leader was Ralph de Gael, Earl of East Anglia (Norman). He plotted with 
Roger de Breteuil (Norman), Earl of Hereford and Waltheof, Earl of Northumbria 
(Saxon) to overthrow William and divide the kingdom into three between them. Ralph 
asked the Danes for help, the invasion fleet was led by Cnut, son of King Sweyn. The 
rebels had support from Normandy’s rivals, Brittany and France as both states wanted 
to weaken Normandy. 
Reasons for the revolt: 
Resentments - Loss of lands; Loss of privileges; loss of power. 
Opportunities – William’s absence; Powerful allies; Anglo-Saxon rebelliousness. 
The events of the revolt 
Ralph’s wedding feast: Ralph married Emma, Roger de Breteuil’s sister, here Ralph 
and Roger recruited Waltheof. Ralph and Roger anticipated support from Anglo-
Saxons and the Danish fleet. The rebels timed their revolt when William was in 
Normandy, with Archbishop Lanfranc in charge of England. 
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The plan unfolds 
Unfortunately for the earls, their revolt did not get widespread Anglo-Saxon support 
and the Danish fleet arrived too late. The revolt was defeated before it really began: 
-Waltheof changed his mind and informed Lanfranc. 
-Lanfranc’s failed appeal to Roger led him to ex-communicate him. 
-Preparations were made to block Roger in Hertfordshire and Ralph in East Anglia. 
-William returned at the same time as the Danes arrived. They did not want to fight 
William directly so they fled north and raided the East coast before going home. 
The defeat of the revolt 
-Ralph escaped to Brittany and his followers either blinded or banished. 
-Waltheof fled abroad, was tricked back and imprisoned, executed May 1076. 
-Roger was imprisoned for life. 
-In Normandy William attacked Ralph’s castle but was unsuccessful. 
The effects of the revolt 
-William now needed to be careful of his own earls. 
-Involvement of A-S earls on William’s side made no difference on treatment of them. 
-Failure of Danish invasion in 1075 was the end of Viking threat to England. 
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The Feudal system 
-Developed as a way of ensuring that kings had troops without having to pay for them. 
-William granted land to tenants-in-chief to reward them for loyalty, in return they 
provided troops when the king needed them. 
-Knights service was for 40 days a year and unpaid. Lords gave them money to live on. 
-Tenants-in-chief granted land to their followers to reward them for loyalty. 
-William made sure the king had ultimate power. Tenants-in-chief answered to the 
king. Vassals were much less powerful. Peasants, who did the farming, had very little 
power. 
The Role and importance of tenants-in-chief 
They held their land directly from the king. They had military, social, political and 
economic roles. 
-Some were Church leaders: bishops and abbots (they also had to provide knights to 
the king). 
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The role and importance of knight service 
-Some knights had same small amount of land as peasants. 
-Some knights were very powerful men and nobles made sure their sons trained from 
an early age to be knights. 
-About 6,000 knights in Norman England.  
-Their role was to guard their lord’s property, combat any threat to their lord and 
provide 40 days of knight service directly to the king. 
-Cavalry charges became effective against foot soldiers. 
William needed them as a defence against Vikings and to fight wars in Wales, Scotland 
and France. 
-They suppressed opposition in England. 
Castles were both places for knights to retreat for defence and bases for launching 
attacks. 
Knights replaced Thegns as under-tenants of their tenant-in-chief. Many would have 
been the local lord of the manor. 

 
38. Anglo-Saxon & Norman revision  

The nature of feudalism: Landholding 
-Feudalism made things simple. The king owned all the land. 
-In Anglo-Saxon England, many people had owned their own land and were able to 
pass it on to their heirs. In Norman England, when the landholder died, the heir had to 
prove their loyalty to the king before they could reclaim it, as well as paying a relief. 
-The relief system encouraged loyalty to the king. When the new heir took over their 
tenure they had to pay homage to the king. 
-The king could reward followers or threaten difficult landholders under this system. 
-Reliefs were a key strategy for reducing the power of potential challengers for the 
throne. They were a major source of discontent because the king could use them to 
make money as well as reward loyal followers. 
Homage 
-The baron knelt before the king and promised to remain faithful for the rest of his life.  
-The tenants-in-chief carried out similar ceremonies with his tenants. 
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Labour service 
-Working the lord’s land in return for the use of the land. For example: ploughing the 
lord’s land, sowing his crops and harvesting them; providing a certain amount of 
produce each year like honey. People in towns did labour service for any land that 
they worked outside the town. 
Forfeiture 
-If a land-user did not provide the service required, whether military or land service, 
they could forfeit their land (or have to pay a fine). 
-It was designed to protect the lord’s interests. 
The Church in England 
-A major landholder, managed many estates and was closely involved in the economy. 
- The Church kept collections of laws and legal documents and interpreted the laws. 
-Had a military role, they owed knights service. 
-Bishops were heads of cathedrals, with each having control over all churches in a big 
area called a diocese. This helped William control English society as they made sure 
local churches gave people the right messages about William. 
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The Church’s social roles and connection to government 
-Bishops and abbots were literate and well-educated so were often highly valued 
advisers to the king. They often developed new laws for the king and advised on legal 
matters. 
-Church clerks issued the king’s writs and kept charge of the royal seal. 
-Most senior Church leaders acted as the king’s representative in negotiations. 
-William kept on many Anglo-Saxon Church leaders. After the rebellions of 1068-70 he 
replaced them with his own men. 
Role of Archbishop Stigand 
-Earl Godwin had insisted Stigand was made archbishop. This appalled Lanfranc who 
thought the king was the only one who could appoint Church leaders. 
-He was Archbishop of Canterbury and had little control over other archbishops or 
bishops. (Lanfranc convinced William to make the Archbishop of Canterbury the head 
of the Church in England.) 
-He was also bishop of Winchester. This gave him more land and money. He was 
accused of taking money in exchange for granting Church jobs to others. (Lanfranc 
condemned this practice.) 
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Lanfranc’s reform of the Church 
-He wanted those who worked for the Church to live a spiritual life of prayer and 
serving God. 
-He believed Stigand and Anglo-Saxon Church leaders were not spiritual at all. 
-His councils passed laws banning marriage for clergy and making celibacy compulsory 
for priests. (Those already married could remain so). 
-In 1070 a Church council said court cases involving clergy had to be heard in a special 
Church-only bishop’s court. This was significant as it separated the Church from the 
rest of society and gave it a special role in the legal system. 
-Anglo-Saxon cathedrals were knocked down and rebuilt in strategic locations. 
-Archdeacons became more common. They enforced Church discipline within it. They 
made it easier for the Church to get control over all the parish priests in the diocese. 
-He introduced changes to Church ritual. 
-He oversaw a revival of monasteries and promoted their values of dedication to a 
spiritual life, study, prayer and rooting out corruption. 
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Normanisation and the Church 
-Within 50 years of 1066, every church, cathedral and most abbeys had been 
demolished and rebuilt in Norman style. 
-By 1070 there was only one Anglo-Saxon bishop – Wulfstan, bishop of Worcester. 
Most parish priests were Anglo-Saxon. 
-Normanisation meant that the Church was used to strengthen Norman control of 
England. 
-Norman bishops and archdeacons influenced messages about the king. 
-The Church was a major landholder, using loyal Normans as bishops secured these 
lands against possible Anglo-Saxon rebellion. 
-Lanfranc’s reforms extended Norman control over the countryside. 
-New bishops did homage to the king. Church leaders who failed their obligations 
could forfeit their land. 
-When a bishop died the king appointed his successor. 
William controlled communication between the Church and the pope in Rome. He 
would not let the pope convince Norman Church leaders to obey the pope instead of 
him. 
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The extent of change 
Landholding was the basis of society and the economy. 
Continuity 
-Village life continued mostly as before for the peasants. 
-The royal household, e.g. personal servants, bodyguards, admin staff and personal 
advisors were replaced by Normans but roles stayed the same. 
-The geld tax, William levied this tax more frequently and more heavily than before. 
He used it to benefit Normandy. 
Change 
-Castle building and rebuilding churches and cathedrals in stone. These symbolised 
Norman power. 
-Scandinavian trade was broken off. This, and the Harrying of the North, had a huge 
impact on the Danelaw areas. Trade with Normandy increased. 
-King had stronger control over tenants-in-chief in terms of land and services. This 
prevented men getting enough power to challenge him as king. 
-Thegns were mostly replaced by knights, they were less independent than Thegns. 
-Greatest change was over the economy and reducing chance of resistance. 
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Changes to government 
-William kept the Anglo-Saxon systems that worked and refined them. 
-He kept the Witan for advice on special occasions. 
-He kept the royal treasury at Winchester, kept tight control on who could mint coins. 
-He owned all the land, granted land as rewards and used forfeiture to punish. 
-Under A-S kings there were other major landholders who could challenge the king. 
-He made the earldoms smaller or phased them out altogether. 
-Earls continued to be important in the military. 
-Marcher earldoms had their special powers reduced. 
-This reduction of power led to resentment from the heirs of some earldoms. 
-He only used his most trusted followers as regents. 
-Lanfranc and William’s wife, Matilda, were used after trouble with Odo and William 
FitzOsbern. Caused by their greedy and violent actions. 
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The Office of the sheriff and the demesne 
-Under Edward the Confessor the Shire Reeve had his main roles: The king’s 
representative – collecting taxes; the earl’s representative – administering justice. 
-Under William the job stayed similar A-S were replaced by Normans. 
 
Changes in the role under the Normans: 
-Greater power, answered to no-one but the king. 
-Kept same legal system but sheriff enforced new laws. 
-Kept role of organising defence of the shire and gathering the fyrd. 
-Main role – custodian of the king’s castles in the shire. 
-Entitled to share revenues they collected, making them unpopular. 
-Sheriffs paid the king a set sum for the right to collect revenues. 
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Introduction and significance of the ‘forest’ 
-William extended his hunting land to cover 18% of England. This was protected and 
many people were evicted from their homes to create ‘forest’ land. 
-Many people depended on the woodland for fuel and timber and hunted for food. 
-It showed the power of the king above everything else and made his land grabs look 
legitimate. 
- They became another area of income for the crown from fines for breaking the law. 
Domesday Book and its significance 
-Christmas 1085 William ordered a survey of England. 
-This found out who held what land, what taxes they owed and could they pay more. 
-Made it easier to work out the financial opportunities whenever a tenant-in-chief 
died or forfeited their fief. 
-Had a role in sorting out legal disputes over land and how many extra soldiers each 
tenant-in-chief could provide. 
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Culture 
-Norman aristocratic culture in England demonstrated wealth, power and superiority 
over the English Normans. 
-They built lavish churches and cathedrals. 
-They introduced chivalry and idolised the knight. 
Christian culture 
-Norman aristocrats were very religious and did penance for violent acts. 
-By doing penance and giving money to the church they hoped to avoid hell. 
Attitudes to the English and landholding 
-They destroyed A-S tombs and monasteries and threw out saint’s relics. 
-A-S earls and Thegns passed on estates to lots of different family members, Normans 
had a single heir, keeping all the land together. 
Language 
-Written English all but disappeared by mid c12th and was completely replaced by Latin 
for legal and Church documents. 
-The aristocracy spoke to each other in French, English spoken by common people. 
-Norman aristocrats used interpreters. 
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Career and significance of Bishop Odo 
-Odo was William’s half-brother, made Bishop of Bayeux. 
-Odo became second largest landholder in England, after the king. 
-He was co-regent in 1087 with William FitzOsbern and built many castles, and 
dispensed justice like a second king. 
-He illegally seized lots of land, including Church land. Lanfranc complained to William 
and made him give it back. 
-In 1079 he laid waste to Durham and pillaged cathedral treasures and robbed 
everyone he could after the Bishop of Durham was murdered. 
-He fell out of favour after trying to take some of William’s knights to Rome in his 
quest to become pope. He was imprisoned in 1082 and released on William’s 
deathbed. (Tenants-in-chief were not allowed to put together their own army.) 
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William’s death and disputed succession 
-In July 1087 William was fat. He fell from his horse and later died from his injuries on 
9th Sept. 
-Panic broke out when he died. His servants stole everything and his baron’s rode 
away to secure their castles against attack. 
-At his funeral his bloated corpse burst open and the smell drove everyone out of the 
cathedral. 
The succession 
-William decided Robert would succeed as Duke. The Norman barons had sworn their 
allegiance to Robert as William’s heir. 
-William wanted his favourite son, William Rufus, to be king of England. However, he 
was full of repentance for the violent way he had gained the crown. He said he would 
let God choose the next king of England. 
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William Rufus and the defeat of Robert and Odo 
-William had a letter to Lanfranc from his father recommending him as king. 
-Lanfranc supported Williams claim and he was crowned king in Sept 1087. He had so 
much power no other council or Witan was needed to authorize the succession. 
Odo and rebellion 
-William II faced serious opposition to his rule from Robert. 
-Important Normans wanted one ruler for both England and Normandy to stop 
demands from two leaders as many had land in both areas. 
-In 1088 Bishop Odo led a rebellion against William II in support of Roberts claim. 
-Odo thought Robert would be easier to control. 
-Odo’s brother, Robert of Mortain, joined Odo in revolt. Other rebellions broke out in 
1088 alongside the main revolt. 
-Most of the Norman aristocrats, the bishops and the English population, were against 
Odo’s rebellion. 
-Both uncles were captured but Odo escaped to Rochester castle. Odo eventually 
surrendered, was stripped of his English land and titles and exiled. 
-William promised many reforms: lower taxation, ending ‘forest’ and restoring 
Edward’s laws. He went back on all these promises. 

  

 


