
In 1880 it was made compulsory 
for all children (girls and boys) to 
attend school.  

Below shows the wages of male 
and female tailors (people who 
make clothes). 

Men 22s 6d a week (£8.20) 

Women 22s a week (£2.20) 

Towards the end of the 19th 
century new jobs were appearing.  

There were jobs in many new 
shops that were opening, as well as 
jobs as typists and on telephone 
switchboards for women. 

Girls from richer families were 
usually educated at home. The 
main aim of their education was to 
make them a good wife and 
mother.  

They were taught music, dancing, 
drawing – things that would make 
them attractive to a man. 

By 1900 women could divorce their 
husbands if they had been ‘cruel’, 
deserted them (left them) or for 
bigamy (marrying someone else 
whilst married). Before, a woman 
was the property of her husband 
and could not ask for a divorce, 
only the man could.  

There were some new job 
opportunities for women 

For example women were 
becoming teachers and nurses and 
doing clerical (office) work. By 
1900 women could also become 
doctors and architects.  

It was very difficult for women to 
go into university or train for 
professions like medicine or law. In 
the 1870s Sophia Jex Blake 
completed a course to become a 
doctor. Edinburgh university 
refused to give her a degree! 

By 1900 London and Manchester 
universities accepted women and 
women’s colleges had been 
founded at Oxford and Cambridge.  

A woman could not continue 
working as a teacher or a nurse 
after they were married, they had 
to resign. 

Women in 1900 were not allowed 
to be lawyers and banking was 
closed off to women.  

In 1900 a husband could divorce a 
woman for adultery (cheating) but 
a woman could not divorce a man 
for doing the same.  

She would also have to prove he 
had been cruel. If a divorce 
occurred the mother would lose all 
rights to her children.  

From 1900 women were allowed 
to keep their property after they 
married, whereas before when a 
woman married all of her money, 
possessions and even the woman 
herself was legally owned by her 
husband.  

In 1900 wife battering (domestic 
abuse) and marital rape (rape 
inside of a marriage) were still 
legal.  

 


