


Title: What was a woman’s role in the 
late 19th century? 

Identify the role of a woman in the late 19th century

Make inferences from sources about a woman’s role

Judge how useful a source is for an enquiry into a woman’s role

Define the key words for a women’s role in the 19th century.
List what a source tells you about women in the 19th century.
Describe what a source says about the role of women in the 19th century.

Define the key words for a women’s role in the 19th century and draw 
symbols to show their meaning.
Explain what a source tells you about women in the 19th century.
Use your knowledge of the role of women to explain what a source says 
about their role in the 19th century.

Define the key words for a women’s role in the 19th century and draw 
symbols to show their meaning.
Explain what a source tells you about women in the 19th century by 
making inferences from the symbols.
Apply knowledge of the role of women to explain what a source says 
about their role in the 19th century.

What is 
the 

woman’s 
role in 
society 
now? Individual liberty



Role

Protest

Separate Sphere

Domestic

Different spheres (parts) of life for 
men and women e.g. domestic  
for women and public for men.

Things that are done in the home 
and for the family, not like going 
to work, which is a public sphere 
task.

Someone's function or the part 
they play. This can be decided by 
someone else and can be based 
on assumptions or stereotypes.

A statement or action showing 
disapproval of something e.g. a 
law.

What was the role of women the late 19th century?

Task: Match up the word to its definition. Once you are confident with this draw a 
symbol to help you remember the word. Challenge: How many words can you use in 

a sentence about women in the 19th century?
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Stick into the middle of 
your page below your title

1. Label everything 
that you can see

2. Use a 
different 
colour to 
explain 

below what 
you think 

this source 
might be 

trying to say 
about women 
in the late 

19th century 

3. Is this a positive or negative view of 
women? Would this be accepted today?

TASK 1: 



What was a woman’s role in the 19th century?

We are going to look at a number of 
sources. 

You must make notes within the 
woman about what they tell us about a 
woman’s role in the late 19th century. 

You can use quotes from the sources 
but also try to explain in your own 

words and come up with adjectives to 
describe a woman’s role at this time. 

Stick this image of a woman in your book – it 
should be at least half a page large.



Read through the sources in this order
1. Green
2. Yellow
3. Blue 

Challenge: Are there any 
similarities/differences to women’s lives 
today?

Super challenge: Make a list of adjectives 
that could be used to describe women/a 
woman’s role at this time. 



• What does “separate spheres” mean?
• Were women expected to remain in the public

or private sphere?
• How should a woman look? (appearance)
• Why might we describe women at this time as 

a ‘possession’ of a man?
• What other words might we use to describe a 

woman at this time?

PROGRESS 
CHECK!
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How useful is source 4 for an enquiry into 
women’s lives in 1900?

We need to make a 
decision – very? 
Quite useful?

How good is it for helping 
us look into this particular 

area?

We must consider:
of the source – what does it 

tell us about the enquiry that is useful?
– can we confirm 

that the source is accurate using what 
we know?
: who made the source? 

What type of source is it? Why do you 
think it has been made? Does this make 

it more or less useful?
: How useful is it overall?

Does it help us? What does 
it provide? Are there any 

problems with it?

Source 4: A painting from 1900, the painter was 
a man. It shows the traditional view of a woman,  

as a mother of 4 children.



Source 4: A painting from 1900, the painter was a 
man. It shows the traditional view of a woman,  as a 

mother of 4 children.



Multiple choice exam answer!
• For each of the requirements of the answer 

(CONTENT, OWN KNOWLEDGE, PROVENANCE & 
JUDEGEMENT) select the correct/best option by 
highlighting it. 

• The correct option is the one that you think answers 
the QUESTION using SOURCE 4 the best. 

Challenge: Write the heading ‘Tips for answering a 
how useful source question’ make a list of the 5 
requirements. 
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1. Content
The source is useful for an enquiry into women’s lives in 1900 because it shows us:
a) How women were expected to live and behave in 1900, for example we can see the woman fulfilling the 

traditional role, looking after her 4 children. She also looks happy to be doing this which clearly shows 
she is going along with what is expected.

b) How women and children lived together in the countryside without men. For example we can see lots of 
hay and fields and a woman and 4 children.

2.  Own knowledge
a) We can confirm that this source is useful because we know that women did jobs such as typists and 

working as telephone operators by 1900.
b) We can confirm that this source is useful because we know  that women found it very difficult to get a 

degree, Edinburgh university refused to give Sophia Jex-Blake a degree after training to become a 
doctor.

c) We can confirm that this source is useful because we know that women were expected to stay at home 
and be good wives/mothers. This is known as separate spheres. Women were to remain in the private 
sphere, the home, looking after the children whilst men went out into the public sphere of work and 
politics.

3. Provenance- strengths
a) The provenance of the source makes it useful because it was made at the time so it must be true
b) It was made by a man and it is a painting, it is also from 1900. 
c) The provenance of the source makes it useful because it was made at the time so we can see what the 

painter believes a woman’s life should be like. It shows us what was expected of a woman at this time 
and what a lot of women’s lives might involve. 

4. Provenance –problems
a) It’s a painting and isn’t real life so isn’t that useful.
b) It’s a painting – it is all made up so not useful at all. 
c) It is a painting by a man, so it just shows us his view of a woman’s life at this time. It also shows us the 

male view. The male painter wants to encourage women to lead this sort of life, making it less useful as 
it is showing an opinion to try to convince women to act this way. It does not show us other aspects of 
women’s lives at this time, for example that some were going out to work as typists,  nurses and 
teachers. It  does not tell us the full story. 

5. Judgement
a) Overall the source is useful to an extent, it shows us what men believed a woman’s life should be like in 1900 

and we know that for a lot of women this is what their lives were like, however it misses out any progress 
that was made.

b) The source is not useful at all it is completely bias.
c) The source is not useful it doesn’t show us much about a woman’s life, only one thing that they had children 

and were mothers. 

EXAM QUESTION: 
How useful is source 
4 for an enquiry into 

women’s lives in 
1900?

Multiple choice exam answer!

Source 4: A painting 
from 1900, the painter 
was a man. It shows the 

traditional view of a 
woman,  as a mother of 

4 children.
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