
Your English book!

Please fill in the front of your new exercise book.

Your Name

Teacher

Room

Class

Leave the targets blank for now.

Please add the same information to your folder.

Once you have done this, you need to pop the English Marking Code sheets into the front page of 

your exercise book.

Please can you have all of 

your equipment out on 

your desk including your 

PASSPORT TO 

SUCCESS

Fast finishers:

You were given some HIGHER LEVEL VOCABULARY 

to learn over the summer.  What can you RECALL?

Write down three SYNONYMS for the following 

words: SCARY / BEAUTIFUL / QUIET / ANGRY / 

CONFIDENT



Time to REACT

• I can recall basic English terminology and higher 

level vocabulary.



Quiz time – word classes
Over the summer, you were given a Passport to Success to complete.  You were given 

some information about word classes we use a lot in English.  Let’s see if you have learnt 

them!

Working individually, copy out the table and fill in the blanks.  There are ten marks 

available.

Word Class Definition Example

Common Noun Name of an object 1.

2. Describes a noun 3.

4. 5. Paris

Pronoun 6. 7.

8. An action word 9.

10. Tells us where one object is in 

relation to another.

On / Under



How did you do?  Green Pen Time!
Swap your book with someone.  They will give you a mark out of ten as we go 

through the answers.

Word Class Definition Example

Common Noun Name of an object 1. 

2. Describes a noun 3.

4. 5. Paris

Pronoun 6. 7.

8. An action word 9.

10. Tells us where one object is in 

relation to another.

On / Under



Spelling Heaven

Swap your book and mark with green pen.  Give a mark out of 

20.

1. 6. 11. 16.

2. 7. 12. 17.

3. 8. 13. 18.

4. 9. 14. 19.

5. 10. 15. 20.

Over the summer, you were asked to learn twenty words.  

We are going to have a spelling test.  I will read the twenty 

spellings out in random order.  



Passport to Success

• We asked you to challenge yourself this summer.  If you completed 

any of the three tasks (an article, a book review or a story), I will 

collect them from you.

• You will be rewarded for your efforts. Well done!

• Exceptional pieces of work may even win a prize!



AUTUMN  VOCABULARY FOCUS

• I will give you new ‘sophisticated’ pieces of 

vocabulary.

• It’s your job to learn as many as you can and get 

them into any pieces of work you can.

• For every word I see in your work, i will give an 

e-praise sticker.

You have the 

power to 

impress your 

examiner 

with just a 

few words!



AUTUMN 
• Working in pairs and using a dictionary, find the definitions for the following words.  

Write them down in your book.

• Diligent

• Callous

• Empathy

• Fabricate

• Hypocrisy

Try using them in a sentence.



AUTUMN 

• Diligent – showing care in work

• Callous – harsh, cold, unfeeling

• Empathy – sensitive to feelings (experienced the 

same thing)

• Fabricate – make up, invent

• Hypocrisy – pretend to believe in something you 

don’t



REFLECTION

• Use the picture as stimulus for a piece of writing.

• How many of today’s words can you use?



GREEN PEN TIME

Swap your book with your partner

Using green pen, underline each word that your partner has 

used from this lesson’s sophisticated vocabulary list

Add these up and write the number of words used, as e-praise 

points in a circle 

5 e-praise 



LESSON 1 
OF MICE AND MEN



Time to iREACT!

1) Can you EXPLORE the 

book covers shown, and 

create an opinion of what you 

think Of Mice and Men might 

be about?  



WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS 
YEAR?

Our Y9 Learning Journey

It is very important to understand our learning journey throughout this 

year at school. 

So, on your desk is a Plan of what our year in English will look like!



BEFORE WE DISCUSS THIS 
TERM...

Before we begin to discover the book focus this half term, I 

would like to know a little bit about YOU!

My strengths in 

English... 

What I would like 

to be better at...

Be honest! This will give me more knowledge about you

as individuals and as a class! 



OF MICE AND MEN
In order to begin a novel, we must have a solid understanding of the bigger 

picture (context).

Discussion time:

What is meant by 

the term context? 

Can anyone share 

any KEY WORDS 

you mentioned?

DEFINITION:

The context of a piece of writing, simply means understanding the 

circumstances that form the setting for an event. 

E.g – to have knowledge on the events that surround a novel based on the 

author, or the time in which the text was written. 



OF MICE AND MEN -
CONTEXT

John Steinbeck wrote Of Mice and Men in 1937. 

This means we have to learn about life in 

1937 and what inspired Steinbeck to 

write the novel. 

Stick the image of Steinbeck into books. 

Listen to my facts, and note them down 

around the image. 



LO: To know and understand the social and historical context 

of the novel (Of Mice and Men).

John Steinbeck biography

• He wrote the book ‘ Of Mice and Men’ in 1936

• He came from Salinas, California

• Like ‘Of Mice and Men’ many of his books deal with the lives and problems of working people.

• Many of his characters in his books are immigrants who went to California looking for work 

or a better life.

• Steinbeck worked on a ranch when he was 19, and used his experiences in ‘Of Mice and Men’.

• The living conditions for the farm workers were very poor.

• Often men travelled alone but sometimes whole families had to move and all live in their car. 

• Steinbeck's novels can all be classified as social novels dealing with the economic 

problems of rural labour. They tend to focus on trials and tribulations people experience 

and often make the reader root for the underdog.

• In 1962, Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize for literature for his “realistic and imaginative writing, 

combining as it does sympathetic humor and keen social perception.” Both The Grapes of 

Wrath and Of Mice and Men won Pulitzer Prizes.  They both focused on the plights of poor 

migrant workers searching for hope and the American Dream.



KEY CONTEXT WORDS

Key 

CONTEXT 

words

https://www.bbc.com/bitesiz

e/clips/zfgxpv4

Watch the clip and make a note of all key contextual terms and short facts that 

are discussed. This will aid your understanding of the novel. 



TASK 

1) 

What does the word context mean? 

2) 

Name 3 things you have learnt about John Steinbeck. 

3)

Explain in 3 sentences what ranch life was like in California in the 

1930s. 



OF MICE AND MEN CONTEXT



OMAM CONTEXT



THE GREAT DEPRESSION

1) How do you think the Wall Street crash affected families during the 1930s? 

1) How do you think the depression impacted farmers and their families? 



THE DUST BOWL 

The Dust Bowl meant that the 

amount of TRANSIENT workers 

increased. 

1) What does this mean? 

2) How might this have impacted on 

families of transient workers? 



YOUR TASK 

Please could you create a 

5 QUESTION QUIZ 

for your partner to take part in. 

• Your quiz must be centred around the ‘bigger picture’ 
information you have studied.

• Your questions must be challenging and allow partners to 
explain their knowledge.


