
1. WHO ARE THEY?
2. WHERE ARE THEY GOING?
3. WHAT ELSE DO YOU INFER 
ABOUT THEM? LOOK AT 
EVERY DETAIL. 

1) What is the American Dream?  Full 

sentences

2) What are the fundamental elements of 

the American Dream? 

3) What are the connotations of the word 

DREAM? 

Do you think any of this applies to the 

American ‘Dream’? 

READ CHAPTER 3 PRIOR TO 

COMPLETING THIS LESSON



LEARNING FOCUSES

• To understand is meant by ‘The American Dream’

• To develop your PEE skills



1930s Depression Era

Migrant farm workers, one 

carrying his ‘bindle’ and the 

other a guitar, find a moment 

together away from their 

rootless and often lonely 

existence on the road.

Task: Look at what you have learnt in the first chapter to answer the question 

below

CHALLENGE TASK: explore the life of a TRANSIENT worker. What 

might this type of life have been like? Link this to George and Lennie! 



READ THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION OF THE AM ERICAN DREAM ,  FROM  JAM ES 
TRUSLOW ADAMS’ BOOK ,  THE EPIC OF AMERICA ,  WHICH WAS WRITTEN IN 
193 1.   HE WAS  THE ONE TO F IRST US E THE TERM .  

“The American Dream is that dream of a land in which 

life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, 

with opportunity for each according to ability or 

achievement. It is not a dream of motor cars and high 

wages, but a dream of social order in which each man 

and each woman shall be able to achieve the fullest 

stature of which they are capable of, and be recognized 

by others for what they are, regardless of the 

circumstances of birth or position."

Task: Now, explain, in your own words, what you think the term, 

‘American Dream’ means? Do you think it is realistic and 

achievable for everyone? 



Self-assess:

The American Dream is 
an idea which suggests 
that all people can 
succeed through hard 
work, and that all people 
have the potential to 
live happy, successful 
lives.

Challenge: which 

characters does this 

concept link to?



America has long been seen as a 
land of opportunity, especially 
for many immigrants from 
Europe who arrived looking for a 
better life. This dream of a 
better future in America 
became known as ‘The American 
Dream’.

Dictionary challenge: What is the 

difference between immigration and 

emigration?



Class read.

▪Read chapter 2 up to where Curley 
makes an entrance with Slim: “The door 
opened. Slim came in, followed by 
Curley...”



GROUP LEARNING

Each of the characters in Of Mice and Men have their own ‘American 

Dream’. Can you identify what each character’s American Dream is? 

Character American Dream Quotations which tell us this

George

Lennie

Candy

Crooks

Slim



PREDICTIONS

Which characters do you think will achieve their 
American Dream?

Is there any evidence to suggest they 
won’t achieve their ‘dream’?



Class read.

▪Finish chapter 3



REFLECT

Now you’ve read this section, have your views about each character 

achieving their dream stayed the same or have they changed?



INDEPENDENT LEARNING

How important is the American Dream to the characters in Of Mice and 
Men?

• Compare two characters in as much depth as possible. 

• Use your gathered quotations to help you.

• Remember to write using PEE. 

• Challenge: Refer to the social and historical context.

This is a practice GCSE question. You cannot have any teacher/peer guidance.

Good luck!! Plan your answer for 10 

minutes and allow 30 

minutes to answer.



KEY TO SUCCESS
Examiner’s criteria What does this mean?

Confident, developed response Show you know the novel well so far. You make several 

points. 

Well chosen, precise quotations, embedded with 

confidence

Carefully select short quotes and fit them into your 

own sentences so your discussion flows well

Excellent understanding of context Make sure you include some comments about the time 

the novel is set. What was happening at the time the 

novel is set? Why is this important?

Alternative interpretations Weigh up the evidence. Could your findings suggest 

something else? 



SELF ASSESSMENT

Read your response

Use your green pen to highlight where you have achieved the 

following:

• Clear points supported with evidence. 

• Well chosen quotations, some embedded.

• Detailed explanations which answer the question

• Comments on the context

• Alternative interpretations

Set them a WWW and an EBI

Green for 

growth!



Decide on ONE of the following statements that best 

describes your progress

I can                    I’m getting there             I need help

Reflect on your EBI target. How will you achieve it?

Learning Focuses: 

To understand is meant by ‘The American Dream’

To develop your PEE skills


