
Brain in Gear 

Quick 6!

What battle helped William become king?

Name one reason William won this battle.

Match the date to the battle: Battle of Hastings 20th Sept 1066
Battle of Stamford Bridge 14th Oct 1066
Battle of Gate Fulford 25th Sept 1066

Why was William in a strong position after the earls submitted?

Why did Edward’s death have an impact on Anglo-Saxon England?

Describe two features of the military in Anglo-Saxon England.
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Title: How did William reward his followers and  establish control in the borderlands? 

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of the Marcher Earldoms.
-Explain why and how William rewarded his followers.  
-Assess the effectiveness of Marcher Earldoms. 

Individual liberty, 
mutual respect 
and tolerance 

Why is it 
important to 
be a 
‘gracious’ 
leader? 



Think, Pair, Share
How could William, now King of England, get control of 
England? Who stands in his way?

Do you think there are any problems he needs to deal with 
first and why?
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Establishing control on the borderlands

Look at the map.

1. Why does the area highlighted matter to 
William?

2. Why do each of the new earldom’s help 
William gain control of this area?

3. Challenge: What other potential problems 
can you see here? Explain why they are a 
problem.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7ytsbk

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of the Marcher Earldoms.
-Explain why and how William rewarded his followers.  
-Assess the effectiveness of Marcher Earldoms. 



Establishing control on the borderlands

Watch the video.

1. What is William’s reaction to the potential 
problems in the borderlands?

2. What is his solution?
3. Can you predict any problems with this 

solution?

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z7ytsbk

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of the Marcher Earldoms.
-Explain why and how William rewarded his followers.  
-Assess the effectiveness of Marcher Earldoms. 



Marcher earldoms
Immediately after the Norman Conquest, King William installed three 
of his most trusted allies, Hugh d'Avranches, Roger de Montgomerie, 
and William FitzOsbern, as Earls of Chester, Shrewsbury and Hereford 
respectively, with responsibilities for containing and subduing the 
Welsh.

The lands given to them were on the border with Wales also known as 
the March, and in exchange for their extensive lands and special 
privileges, the Marcher lords were expected to stop the Welsh from 
supporting English rebels in the North against King William.

The Marcher lords were very powerful and had the authority of a king 
in their lands. They did not have to pay tax on their lands and they 
were allowed to build towns and markets, which they were allowed to 
tax. In Norman England a noble needed permission from the king to 
build a castle, but the Marcher lords were exempt from this and they 
built hundreds of castles in 11th, 12th and 13th centuries.

What new powers 
might help the
Marcher earldoms? 

March: An Anglo-Saxon term for border.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of the Marcher Earldoms.
-Explain why and how William rewarded his followers.  
-Assess the effectiveness of Marcher Earldoms. 



How were Marcher earldoms different to other earldoms?
Normal earldom Marcher earldom

1. Big areas containing several 
shires.

2. Usually only the king had to 
create boroughs and 
markets etc.

3. Sheriffs were usually the 
king’s officers and they 
worked for the earl.

4. Earls had to pay tax in 
England.

5. Landholders had to apply to 
the king before they could 
build a castle.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Task: Read through the features of Marcher earldoms and complete 
the table.

Challenge: How effective were Marcher earldoms for William? 



Reward given to Anglo-Saxon 
followers

Image to represent reward

Earls like Edwin and Morcar kept 
their earldoms

Archbishops like Stigand and 
Ealdred kept their positions

After paying money to William, a 
Northumbrian lord, Gospatric, 
was made Earl of northern 
Northumbria

William offered rewards for 
loyalty, including promising that 
Edwin could marry his daughter

Rewards to William’s followers Images to represent the reward

William sent rich gifts to the 
pope and to Church supporters 
in Normandy

William set a geld tax after his 
coronation, described as ‘very 
heavy’ to pay his mercenaries 

He declared that, as king, all the 
land in England now belonged to 
him. He was free to grant this 
land to those who served him 
well

William took land from those 
who lost at Hastings, e.g. the 
Godwinson's in Wessex, and land 
Harold inherited being king, 
which William kept himself –
1/5th of all land in England

Task: Read through the 
rewards given to Anglo-Saxon 
followers.

For each reward draw a 
picture to represent it.

Challenge: Why did William 
reward the followers? Can 
you predict any problems 
with these rewards?Learning Objectives

-Describe the key features of the Marcher Earldoms.
-Explain why and how William rewarded his followers.  
-Assess the effectiveness of Marcher Earldoms. 



Exam style question

Explain why William created the 
Marcher earldoms.
You may use the following in your 
answer:

• Protecting the borders.
• Rewarding the followers.

You must also use information of 
your own.

Tasks:
1. Write out the question in your books.
2. BUG the question. 
3. Bullet point plan what you would include in 

your answer.
4. Explain which reason was most important and 

why.



Exam style question

Explain why William created the 
Marcher earldoms.
You may use the following in your 
answer:

• Protecting the borders.
• Rewarding the followers.

You must also use information of 
your own.

One reason why William created the Marcher 
earldoms was…

This was important because…

The Marcher earldoms helped William do this 
because…

Therefore, one reason William created the 
Marcher earldoms was…

Challenge: Can you critique the Marcher 
earldoms? Why did they not help William?



Exam style question
One reason why William created the Marcher 
earldoms was to protect the borderlands. The areas of 
English land alongside Wales, including Chester, 
Shrewsbury and Hereford, were the only areas 
proteckting England from a Welsh invasion. This was 
important because William needed to consolidate his 
control further by protecting this land, reducing the 
potential of invasion that could weaken his athority. 
The Marcher earldoms helped William do this because 
they provided him with protection from invasion, 
creating 3 new earldums with allies in control. He did 
not need a potential issue as there had been with 
Edwin and Morcar.
Therefore, one reason William created the Marcher 
earldoms was to control the borderlands.
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protecting this land, reducing the potential of invasion that 
could weaken his SP authority. ✓✓ good link to potential 
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Exam style question
One reason why William created the Marcher earldoms was to protect 
the borderlands. The areas of English land alongside Wales, including 
Chester, Shrewsbury and Hereford✓ good use of key facts, were the 
only areas SP protecting England from a Welsh invasion. This was 
important because William needed to consolidate his control further 
by protecting this land, reducing the potential of invasion that could 
weaken his SP authority. ✓✓ good link to potential consequence The 
Marcher earldoms helped William do this because they provided him 
with protection from invasion, creating three new SP earldoms with 
allies in control. To help control England William gave land to Hugh 
d’Avranches in Chester so that he could protect the coastal border. He 
did this to reward him for previous help in the initial invasion of 
England, whilst also ensuring his control of the borderland. He did not 
need a potential issue as there had been with Edwin and Morcar.
****Had this been an issue? Did the earls not submit? Therefore, one 
reason William created the Marcher earldoms was to control the 
borderlands. ✓✓ good link back to question



Quick check

• Name all three Marcher earldoms
• What is a Marcher earldom?

• Give 2 key differences between Marcher and normal 
earldoms.

• Give one problem with a Marcher earldom.

Learning Objectives
-Describe the key features of the Marcher Earldoms.
-Explain why and how William rewarded his followers.  
-Assess the effectiveness of Marcher Earldoms. 
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