
Of Mice and Men

Character Analysis

1) Write a brief recap of what we have read 

so far. Plot points, characters we have met, 

surroundings, relationships and even 

CONTEXT. 

2) Why do you think the introduction of the 

book is a description of the surroundings? 

3) CHALLENGE: what is symbolism? Do 

you think John  Steinbeck uses symbolism 

in the opening section?

READ THE FIRST 

CHAPTER PRIOR TO 

THIS LESSON



TASK
Using your knowledge of the first section we have 

read, create small character profiles for both George 

and Lennie… 

GEORGE LENNIE

WORDS TO DESCRIBE

QUOTES

PHRASES

ANALYSIS

SYMBOLISM



THIS LESSON I WILL BE ABLE 
TO… 

Aspire: Using inference skills, explain quotes in order to analyse HOW 

Steinbeck presents the characters in this way.

Challenge: Identify specific character traits in relation to both George 

and Lennie.



Characteristic of George or 

Lennie?

Petulant 

QUICKLY SELECT EVIDENCE OF LENNIE’S 

PETULANCE IN THE EXTRACT WE HAVE READ

What gives you 

this impression? 

Can you explain 

to your 

partner? 



Characteristic of George or 

Lennie?

QUICKLY SELECT EVIDENCE OF LENNIE’S ANIMALISTIC 

NATURE IN THE EXTRACT WE HAVE READ

Animalistic 
What gives you 

this impression? 

Can you explain 

to your 

partner? 



Characteristic of George or 

Lennie?

QUICKLY SELECT EVIDENCE OF GEORGE’S STERN 

NATURE IN THE EXTRACT WE HAVE READ

Stern
What gives you 

this impression? 

Can you explain 

to your 

partner? 



Characteristic of George or 

Lennie?

QUICKLY SELECT EVIDENCE OF GEORGE’S 

IMPATIENCE IN THE EXTRACT WE HAVE READ

Impatient
What gives you 

this impression? 

Can you explain 

to your 

partner? 



Characteristic of George or 

Lennie?

QUICKLY SELECT EVIDENCE OF LENNIE’S 

VULNERABILITY IN THE EXTRACT WE HAVE READ

Defenceless
What gives you 

this impression? 

Can you explain 

to your 

partner? 



Committed

Characteristic of George or 

Lennie?

QUICKLY SELECT EVIDENCE OF GEORGE’S COMMITMENT TO THEIR 

FRIENDSHIP IN THE EXTRACT WE HAVE READ

What gives you 

this impression? 

Can you explain 

to your 

partner? 



TASK

Choose one of either George or Lennie’s character traits, and 

write this up into a written answer using full sentences.

P E E

Let’s brainstorm 

some sentence 

starters that we 

might use for each 

section of your 

analytical 

paragraph…. 



FOR EXAMPLE

During the first section of the novel, Steinbeck uses 

animalistic imagery when describing Lennie’s actions 

and physical appearance. Lennie is firstly described as 

‘bear’ like in the way that he walks. This may be used 

to emphasise how physically large Lennie is 

compared to George. Steinbeck then describes 

Lennie’s hand as a ‘big paw [wiggling]’ in the water as 

he drinks. This animalistic description of Lennie 

signifies a playful, almost childlike, side of him telling 

the reader that Lennie’s character is unusually 

infantile. 

Imagery - picking 

up on 

Steinbeck’s use 

of animals to 

describe Lennie 

Selecting a 

specific quote 

that shows this

Selecting 

another animal 

quote to 

further back up 

your point!

ANALYSIS OF 

CHARACTER –

telling me what 

these quotes tell 

the reader about 

Lennie!



6 MINUTES 

6 minutes writing time
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SELF ASSESS 
Green pens as the ready!

2 minutes to read your partner’s paragraph in silence… 

Now, give them a WWW and an EBI…

What were you particularly impressed with? 

Did they use one of our key character traits? 

Is their analysis detailed and relevant?

Could they’ve zoomed further into the language? 

Did they spot a technique in their evidence? 

Did they weave context into their paragraph? 

Is the quotations accurate? 


