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How many NAMES of wood can you state?

What is the difference between softwoods
and hardwoods?



Objectives

Be able to identify softwoods and hardwoods

Be able to name softwoods and hardwoods

Understand their uses



Softwood

Softwoods come from coniferous trees which have needles instead 
of leaves. 
Softwoods grow faster than hardwoods and so are cheaper they 
are also easier to work with as they are softer than hardwoods. 
These are supplied in standard sections sawn and planned smooth. 
Softwood sizes are confusing because they are smaller once they 
are planed. 

Answer the following questions. 
• What do you think are the possible uses of softwoods?



Softwood: properties

• Softwoods come from coniferous trees.
• Softwoods are special because they don’t lose their needles.
• Softwoods have needles instead of leaves.
• Softwoods grow faster than hardwoods so are cheaper.
• Often used as building material.
• Trees grow tall and straight which makes it easier for the 
manufacturer 

to cut long straight planks of wood.



Softwood comes from evergreen trees
Evergreen trees 
have very thin
needle like
leaves that 
stay on the
tree during
winter

PINE

Softwood: properties



Some softwood shrubs do have wider leaves, but the are hard 
and waxy

Holly Laurel

Softwood: properties



Softwood trees grow quickly
so their growth rings are wider,
which makes the grain wider

Wider wood grain

Softwood: properties



Soft wood is cheaper than hardwood and used to make cheaper 
furniture and less quality items



Hardwood

Hardwoods come from deciduous or broad-leafed trees. 
They are generally slow growing which tends to make them harder 
and more expensive. 
Please note though that not all hardwoods are hard, Balsa which is 
very soft and is often used for model planes is in fact a balsa wood!
Hardwoods are sold by the cubic metre then this is sawn to the 
size the customer requires. Some timber is machined into many 
sections called mouldings for example, dowel, beading, etc. 
Answer the following questions. 
• What do you think are the possible uses of hardwoods?



Hardwood: properties

• Hardwoods are usually have broad leaves.
• Hardwoods come from deciduous or broad-leafed trees. 
• Hardwoods are special as they are deciduous this means 
they lose their leaves.

• You can distinguish hardwoods by the structure of the wood 
grain. 
• Hardwoods grow slower than softwoods so they are more 
expensive.
• Hardwoods include Ash, Beech, Oak, Balsa, Teak and 
Mahogany.



Hard wood grows slower
so the growth rings are smaller,
which makes the grain closer

Closer wood grain

Hardwood: properties



Hardwood comes from deciduous trees

BEECH
Deciduous trees have broader paper like
leaves that change  colour during the 
year and fall off in the winter



Some other trees whose wood is widely used

Oak Maple Elm



Because Hardwood grows slower, it is
more expensive.  It is more water resistant and used to build boats and 
quality furniture 



Differences

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-REVw7qjSoQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-REVw7qjSoQ


We can prevent wood from rotting away by protecting it.  We 
could use such things as ….

Finishes



Name as many finishes you can think of for wood

Finishes



FSC

What is this symbol again?



Forest Stewardship 
Council  

© Pearson Education Ltd 2013. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. 

http://www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk/about-fsc/what-is-fsc

FSC's “tick tree” logo is used to indicate that products are certified under 
the FSC system. When you see the FSC logo on a label, you can buy forest 
products with confidence that you are helping to ensure our forests are 
alive for generations to come.

Our forests give us many things like books, tissues, furniture and so 
much more. The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) helps take care of 
forests and the people and wildlife who call them home. 

FSC is an international, non-governmental organisation dedicated to 
promoting responsible management of the world’s forests

Forest Stewardship Council

http://www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk/business-area/use-the-logo


FSC

Forest 
Stewardship 

Council



Man made woods are the cheapest.  They are made from wood scraps such as 
chippings and sawdust.  They make kitchen cupboards and the cheapest furniture 



Wood quiz

10 Mins

10 questions

Complete
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