
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key word Definition 

1. Catholic A person that belongs to the universal Christian Church. They are 

the original Christian Church that support the Pope. 

2. Cavaliers  King Charles’ supporters in the Civil  War. 

3. Roundheads Oliver Cromwell’s supporters in the Civii l War. 

4. Protestant The new form of Christians that moved from the Pope and 

promoted an English Bible.  

5. Mortar A short gun that fired shells at high angles. 

6. Conspirators A person who takes part in plot, usually to commit a crime. 

7. Parliament A part of the government where ideas are debated before 

becoming laws. 

8. Range How far something can reach. 

9. Ship Tax Taxes on coastal towns used to pay to raise a Navy. 

10. Tyranny Cruel and oppressive government rule. 

11. Cannon A large, heavy weapon usually mounted on wheels that fires heavy 

projectiles. 

12.Execution Ordered murder of an individual, often for treason. 

13. Musket A light gun used in the 16th century. 

14. Tortured Having great pain used on someone. 

15. Treason The crime of betraying your country, especially in plotting to kil l  

important people. 

16. Confession A admission of guilt for something. 

17. Heir The next in l ine to the throne. 

18. Range How far something can reach. 

19. Weapon An item used to infl ict pain on someone. 

20. Divine Right God given right to rule. 

Oliver Cromwell 

Cromwell was a Puritan, who opposed Charles I, the King, 

in the Long Parliament (so called because of it lasted 

eight years) that first met in 1640. During the Civil War 

he fought for Parliament. He thought that 

Parliamentary leaders did not do enough to try to 

defeat Charles I. 

Cromwell became the leader of England in 1649 by 

leading the New Model Army. This included opponents 

that held different opinions about the type and degree 

of changes they wanted but they all agreed that Charles 

needed to change policies or go.  

 

 

Consequences of Oliver Cromwell's rule 

• Destroyed the power of the king – for which he is sometimes called the 'father of 

democracy'. 

• Destroyed the royalist resistance and brought the Civil Wars to an end. 

• Introduced Puritan religion and way of life to Britain. 

• United the country in hatred of rule by the major-generals. Britain has since been 

hostile towards the possibility of a military dictatorship. 

• Created in Ireland a long-lasting hatred of and resistance to rule from a 

government in London. 

• Built up the British navy - this was the start of Britain's naval supremacy. 

• Captured Jamaica from the Spanish - and thus began the British Empire. 

• Allowed Jewish people to return to Britain. 

However, many of these consequences were temporary – the Restoration of Charles II 

(when Charles I son was made king) saw the return of the monarchy, the Church of 

England and a freer way of life. 

 

After the Civil War 

At the end of the first Civil War in 1646, Cromwell and 

the Army tried to negotiate peace with Charles I. In 

1648 Charles I betrayed them starting the Second Civil 

War and they resolved to 'bring him to account'. 

Cromwell was one of those who tried Charles in 1649 and 

sentenced him to death. 

Parliament asked Cromwell to crush the remaining 

royalist supporters of the king, who continued to rebel, 

against the authority of Parliament. He did this brutally, 

especially in Ireland and in particular at the siege of 

Drogheda in 1649. 

 

 

Elizabeth I: How did she keep power? 

Elizabeth came to power in 1558, inheriting problems with religion, poverty and 

foreign policy. Elizabeth kept power by: 

• Solving the religious tensions by following a 'middle way' which allowed 
Catholics and Puritans to keep their private beliefs as long as they went to the 

Church of England in public. However, she hunted, tortured and executed 
Catholic priests who came into England to undermine her power. 

• Surviving plots and rebellions, and executing Mary Queen of Scots in 1587 
because she saw her as a threat to her throne. 

 
• At the time women were seen as weak and 

inappropriate leaders of a nation. To fight 
this view, she tried to use her unmarried 

status as a way of strengthening her 
political control in England and abroad. 

• She defeated the Spanish Armada - a vast 

fleet of warships from the then world 
super power. By defeating Spain, England 

was on the way to being a world power by 
her death and one which had set up its first 

colony.  

 

Cromwell in Ireland 

There had been problems in Ireland since the 
Catholic Irish had rebelled 
and killed  Protestant settlers in 1641. About 

4,000 Protestants had been killed, 
but Parliament put the figure nearer 200,000. 

As a consequence Cromwell – who thought 
Catholic beliefs were wrong – went to do 

a great work against the barbarous and 
blood thirsty Irish. 

Cromwell spent just nine months in Ireland: 

• He captured the town of Drogheda in 
Ireland in September 1649. His troops 

massacred nearly 3,500 people, including  

Many historians accuse Cromwell of: 

• slaughtering civilians as well as soldiers 

• giving Catholics' land to Protestant settlers 

and exiling the Irish to poor land in 
Connacht in the west of Ireland 

Other historians point out that: 

• Cromwell ordered his men not to kill civilians 
and hanged those who did. 

• Cromwell refused to show mercy to the 

people of Drogheda, as the laws of war 
allowed at the time, because they had 

refused to surrender. He wrote later that 
he gave the order only to stop bloodshed in 

the long run. 

 

https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/z4s9q6f/revision


 

 

 

 

Year 8 

Cromwell 
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4. What did Cromwell do to the Irish during the war? 
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is a villain.  

10. Why do you think Cromwell was important for England? Explain  


