
Advice for schools

CORONAVIRUS SYMPTOMS IN CHILDREN
A CHILD WHO DEVELOPS ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING SYMPTOMS

SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS A POTENTIAL CORONAVIRUS CASE:

This means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or
more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if the child usually has
a cough, it may be worse than usual)

NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH

The child will also feel hot to touch on their chest or back

FEVER (TEMPERATURE OF 37.8°C OR HIGHER)

this means the child has noticed they cannot smell or taste
anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.

A LOSS OR CHANGE TO SENSE OF SMELL OR TASTE

MOST CHILDREN WITH CORONAVIRUS HAVE AT LEAST ONE OF THESE SYMPTOMS.

If a child is unwell with one or more of these specific symptoms 
they should be told not to come into school or sent home as 
soon as possible and advised to get a coronavirus test. ONLY 
those children with one or more of these symptoms or those 
advised by their clinician or Local Authority should get a test.

If a child is unwell with one or more of these specific symptoms 
they should be told not to come into school or sent home as 
soon as possible and advised to get a coronavirus test. ONLY 
those children with one or more of these symptoms or those 
advised by their clinician or Local Authority should get a test.

Children reporting other symptoms such as a headache, sore
throat, runny or sniffly nose, earache, itchy eyes, lethargy or
tiredness WITHOUT a fever should NOT be treated as potential 
coronavirus cases or advised to take a test.

Children reporting other symptoms such as a headache, sore throat, runny or sniffly 
nose, earache, itchy eyes, lethargy or tiredness WITHOUT a fever should NOT be 
treated as potential coronavirus cases or advised to take a test.

For further guidance on coronavirus testing for schools, please read the letter from
PHE and NHS Test and Trace to school and college leaders at:  bit.ly/phe-schools


