
H O W  D O E S  S T E I N B E C K  
C R E A T E  T E N S I O N  W H E N  
C A N D Y ’ S  D O G  I S  S H O T ?  

TASK 1:

Write a summary of why you think Carlson 

encourages Candy to allow him to shoot the 

dog. 

Thinking about this question and 

this section of the text will help 

us to write analytical responses 

with a little more thoughtful 

depth! 

TASK 3:

Recall 3 quotations that you think best present 

TENSION and SUSPENSE in these pages. 

HINT: think about the actions of the others in the 

bunkhouse – think about the description of the 

silence. 
Task 2:

Brainstorm as many alternative words (or 

words that you associate) with TENSION and 

SUSPENSE as you can… 

HINT: think of words that link to the mood 

and atmosphere in this scene
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EXPLODING QUOTES
Split your page into 4 sections as below… 

TASK:

Explode the quotations in turn, exploring HOW they 

present TENSION and SUSPENSE… 

CHALLENGE: choose a quote of 

your own from Brain In Gear to 

explode… 

LOOK AT 

LANGUAGE 

CLOSELY

TECHNIQUES 

STEINBECK USES?

ELEMENTS OF 

TENSION AND 

WHY?

“It was silent outside. Carlson’s 

footsteps died away. The silence came 

into the room. And the silence lasted.”

“A shot sounded in the distance. 

The men looked quickly at the 

old man. Every head turned 

toward him.” 

“[George] rippled the edge of the deck 

nervously, and the little snapping noise drew 

the eyes of all the men in the room, so that 

he stopped doing it.’’ 



WRITING OUR RESPONSE UP 
Use purple pen for this section – as I am MODELLING how to create a high level 

paragraph !! 

MAKE A 

VALID POINT

BRING IN 

YOUR 

EVIDENCE

ANALYSE THE 

LANGUAGE 

ADD IN 

YOUR 

CONTEXT
YOUR 

TURN….. 



YOUR 
TURN….. 

MAKE A 

VALID POINT

BRING IN 

YOUR 

EVIDENCE

ANALYSE THE 

LANGUAGE 

ADD IN 

YOUR 

CONTEXT

Throughout this section we see tension build in the form of…… due to….. 

This becomes clear when… (try to integrate your evidence) 

This language reveals… the word ‘_____’ suggests....

Readers feel….. As we are aware that in the 1930’s…. Candy’s character…. 

Considered… 

HOW DOES STEINBECK CREATE 
TENSION WHEN CANDY’S DOG 
IS SHOT? 



PEER ASSESSING

Read your partner’s response thoroughly…

(WWW) What did your partner do well? 

- Create a valid point that answers the question well

- Integrate their evidence into their sentence

- Analyse the language and zoom in on specific words

(EBI) What could your partner have done better? 

- Could their point have included higher level ideas? 

- Could their quotation have been smaller/more specific? 

- Is their language analysis as detailed as it could be? 

- Does your partner have context within their paragraph? 

Please use green pen to provide 

your partner with a WWW and an 

EBI…


