
Bella May Leonard

British Textile Artist who is intrigued by 
structural concepts of embroidery. Embroidery 
focuses on three dimensional, interweaving 
threads that build up to a final structure with a 
focus to colour and texture. 

Bella states her work is structural embroidery 
with a focus on colour.  Studied for a BA in 
Embroidery in Manchester. 

Her working process is spontaneous and 
intuitive - so what feels right. She likes to take 
her time with her art and relax into it. 
Embroidery can be very meditative and is time 
consuming. 

Having music playing in the background helps 
her maintain her focus and spurs her on. 

Sketchbook or not to sketchbook that is the 
question. Bella uses a sketchbook to draw out 
potential ideas and plan sculptural pieces. She 
also uses it for life drawings. However it is more 
likely she will sketch and plan during the making 
or reference a previous idea or drawing.

Techniques used: 

● Hand embroidery
● Interweaving electrical 

cables
● Collage 

Most renowned pieces:
A sculpture in Berlin at the Generator 
Hostel, Mitte. It  large ‘G’ logo which was 
embroidered over a week long period and 
is within the courtyard.

Inspired by: historic domestic textiles 
and Manchester's urban environment, 
her practice questions the role of hand-
sewn embroidery within our society. The 
sculptural stitched patterns embellish 
interior and exterior surfaces and spaces, 
emphasising the hand made

Artists: 
Shelly Millar.
Violetta Parra,
Henrique Oliveria
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Arch - exhibited at 
Departure lounge London

http://bellamayleonard.com/

http://generatorhostels.com/en/destinations/berlin/mitte/
http://www.shelleymillerstudio.com/signature.php
http://www.violetaparra.cl/
http://www.henriqueoliveira.com/
http://bellamayleonard.com/


Her work is inspired by the natural world.
Her main pieces of work are contemporary botanical 
pieces and also seascapes and landscapes. The love of 
both sewing and art, using fabrics and embellishments 
plays a big part in her work, experimenting with colour
and texture making new combinations.
Some of her work includes greeting cards, fine art and 
small gifts specialising in free motion machine 
embroidery with thread, lace and buttons. 

Techniques used: 

● Hand 
embroidery

● Applique 
● Layered fabrics
● Free motion
● Embelishments
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