
How would you describe this 
picture?

How do you think a Christian 
would respond to this picture?

What type of evil 
is this, why?
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Christian responses to E&S
Grade 

Grade 
3-5

Explain two different responses to Evil and Suffering

Grade 
6-7

Explain how Evil and suffering might impact a Christians life, both for the good 
and bad with reference to Christian solutions.

Grade 
8-9

Analyse the validity of the solutions provided as a response to evil and suffering 

Religious Responses To The Problem of Evil and 
Suffering

Tuesday, September 15, 
2020

• Learning Focus:
• To see how Christians respond to evil and suffering



Find the fib…

Benevolent means…
1. God is all violent
2. God is all loving
3. God is very bendy

Omniscient means
1.God is all powerful
2.God is all knowing

3.God is all loving

Moral evil is 
1. Suffering because of human action
2. Nature suffering because of human 

action
3. Humans suffering because of a 

natural occurrence

Natural evil is 
1. Suffering because of a natural 

occurrence
2. Nature suffering because of human 

action
3. Humans suffering because of a 

natural occurrence



Moral or Natural Evil?

Earthquakes

Murder

Tsunami

Disease

Now using the arguments we have just discussed transfer 
those skills on to your worksheet 

Could you argue that they 
are both? How?



What are the Christian 
solutions to evil & 

suffering?



What are the Christian solutions to evil & 
suffering?

Christian solution What is the teaching? Is this a valid solution?

Vale of the soul outlines “My comfort in my 
suffering is this: Your promise preserves my 
life…My soul faints with longing for your 
salvation, but I have put my hope in your 
word.’

Psalm - ‘The Lord works righteousness and 
justice for all the oppressed’

Story of job - moral of the book of Job is that 
the wicked sometimes prosper, while the 
good are afflicted

Charity - The parable of the Sheep and the 
Goats in Matthew 25:31-46, in which Jesus 
returns to reward all those who have fed the 
hungry, clothed the naked, visited those in 
prison, and cared for the sick, teaches 
Christians to care for those who are 
suffering.

Christians should pray either that God will 
remove the causes of evil or that he should 
help Christians to bear evil and suffering.



Match the Christian responses 

Response 1
Christians believe that God wants them to help 
people who are suffering. They can do this by praying 
for those who are suffering, or by helping those who 
are suffering – for example through a Christian 
charity.

Response 2
Christians believe that evil and suffering are not 
God’s fault. God created humans so that they have 
free will; it is up to them if they want to be good or 
evil. So evil and suffering are caused by humans.

Response 3
Christians believe that evil and suffering are not a 
problem because they are all part of God’s plan, in 
which those who suffer will be rewarded in heaven.

Response 4
Christians believe that there is no point worrying 
about evil and suffering because humans will never 
understand God’s reasons for doing things. God must 
have a reason for allowing evil and suffering.

Example of Evil & Suffering 
Margaret’s daughter Emily was brutally murdered by a paedophile serial killer. Police are 

still finding pieces of Emily’s body. Margaret hasn’t slept properly for 3 years, and cries 
almost every day. She does not leave the house, and says that missing her daughter gives 

her physical pain. Margaret doesn’t blame God as she knows it was the serial killer who 
chose to commit those horrendous crimes.

Example of Evil & Suffering 
In Africa, one child dies every 3 seconds, which means 20 children will have died by the 

time you have read through this card. These children are dying from polluted water, 
starvation and malaria. Which are all solvable problems, with things such as clean water 

pumps and mosquito nets.
Example of Evil & Suffering 

John has been fighting in Iraq for nearly 4 years now, he has lost 4 of his closest friends in 
battle. John cannot understand why God has not taken his life instead of his friends, but he 

knows that there must be a reason for it. He often says he would rather be dead because 
the pain of seeing his friends get killed is almost unbearable.

Example of Evil & Suffering
Kevin has lost his job, he feels as though he isn’t ‘a man’ because he cannot provide for his 
family. He has two young children to care for, but cannot claim any child benefits because 
his wife earns too much money. Kevin is slipping into depression, and has been prescribed 

anti-depressant tablets. However, he has noticed that he has become a lot closer to his two 
children, and believes there must be some reward for being a good parent.



‘Pain and suffering are punishments for not being faithful to God’
• You must refer to different points of view. 

• You must refer to Christian teachings.   (12)

F – Arguments 
for the statement

A – Arguments 
against the 
statement

M – My 
Conclusion

POINT 
Some Christians would agree/disagree because…
Christians may respond with….
Christians may believe that this is…
EVIDENCE
In the Bible it says… which could be implied…
The quote…would suggest…
For example the teaching… when put it in to practise this would 
mean…
Following the example (J)… showing them they should…
ARGUMENT AGAINST 
Although they may also believe…
Alternatively the teaching… 
On the other hand… making them question
LINK IT BACK TO THE QUESTION
The stronger of the two arguments is…because…
The most logical argument is…because…
The most compelling argument is…because… 
The most rational argument is…because…
The most convincing argument is…because…



Level & Mark Description

1 (1-3) • Few simple reasons that don’t 
link

• Poor subject knowledge (AO1)
• Poor application (AO2)
• Unjustified conclusion (P)

2 (4-6) • Some connection between 
reasons

• Limited subject knowledge (AO1)
• Limited application (AO2)
• Attempt to justify conclusion (PE)

3 (7-9) • Many clear links between 
reasons

• Good subject knowledge (AO1)
• Good application (AO2)
• Partially justified conclusion 

(PEE)

4 (10-
12)

• All reasons link and flow
• Brilliant subject knowledge 

(AO1)
• Brilliant application (AO2)
• Fully justified conclusion (PEE)

WARNING:
Cannot get above 6/12 with no religious view.
Cannot get above 10/12 with no conclusion.

Peer assess in GREEN pen 

Each point/paragraph should be 
given a level.

Did they show good subject 
knowledge and link their answer 
back to the question, level 3

Did they show brilliant subject 
knowledge, give a detailed point 
with reference to scripture, 
examples and evidence, and link 
this back to the question, if so that 
would be a level 4
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