
Vocabulary Audit – Vikings and the British Empire

Tick the box for each word that best represents your knowledge and understanding of it:

A) I have never seen this word before
B) I have heard and seen it, but I’m not sure what it means
C) I know the word and sometimes use it
D) I can understand this word totally and feel comfortable explaining it to others

KEY WORD A B C D

Chronology

Misconception

Brains in Gear:

1) Complete the vocabulary audit

2) Identify three words that you have marked higher than the first time you did this –
write a sentence using each of these words.

3) Identify up to three words that you are not comfortable using confidently.  



Vikings and Empires 
Revision

14/09/2020

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this lesson you will:

- Review what we have learned over the past half term 
and prepare for our first assessment. 

Fundamental British Values: 
Individual Liberty

Today’s Title:

Key Words:

See Vocab Audit for full 
list of today’s key words. 

What 
revision 

techniques 
work for 

me?

Revision

Assessment 1

This lesson:

Next lesson:

Should we be proud of the 
British Empire?

Previous lesson:



Revision Task
Next lesson we are going to have our first assessment, it will cover both 
Vikings and the British Empire.
Today we are going to spend some time revising what we learned in those 
lessons and looking at what exam questions we will be practicing in the 
assessment. 

Work through the Revision Worksheet by completing the challenges in 
each box. You will have 20 minutes, this should be completed at home. 

Extension: Write a 12 question quiz in your book for a partner to answer. 
It should have 6 questions from each topic.



GCSE Question Focus
We have looked at three GCSE questions:

- 4 mark “Describe two features of…”

- 12 mark “Explain why…”

- 16 mark “Do you agree…”

The assessment next lesson will have one of each of these questions. 



4 mark “Describe two features of…”

Question 1:

Describe two features of Anglo-Saxon life and society before 865 AD.

(4 marks)

This is a “Describe” question, you just 
need to show what you know about 

something.

Make sure you read the question 
carefully so that you describe the correct 

thing.
A “feature” can be anything related to 

the question.



4 mark “Describe two features of…”

How long should you spend on this question?

How many sentences should you write for each feature?

What should your sentences be about?

What kind of supporting detail could you include?

4-6 minutes

2 sentences

One sentence identifies a feature, the other provides a 
supporting detail

More specific knowledge or detail about your feature, 
describing a consequence of cause of something, explaining 

why something was important, etc…



4 mark “Describe two features of…”
Question 1:

Describe two features of Anglo-Saxon life and society before 865 AD.

(4 marks)

a) One feature of Anglo-Saxon life was the heptarchy, this meant that there were seven 
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in England. These kingdoms were Wessex, Northumbria, 
Mercia, East Anglia, Kent, Essex and Sussex. People in these kingdoms all spoke the 
same language and had the same culture, but these kingdoms constantly fought with 
each other and no one king had control over the others. This meant that the Anglo-
Saxons were not united and were easier for the Vikings to attack.

b) There were around 2 million Anglo-Saxons in England, they usually lived in small 
villages of no more than 100 people.

Which of these two answers is better? Why?



12 mark “Explain…”

Question 2:

Explain how Britain was able to gain an Empire so quickly in the years 1500 AD – 1921 
AD.

You may use the following in your answer:

- British businesses

- Religion and ideas.

You must also use information of your own.

(12 marks)

You are given two hints about relevant 
knowledge. You can use these to help 

you structure your essay, but you don’t 
have to talk about them if you would 
prefer to talk about something else.

This is an “Explain” question, it is 
important that you fully explain your 
points with phrases like “This meant 
that”, “Therefore” and “As a result”.

Make sure you check the period 
given in the question, writing 
about things that happened 

before or after this period will 
not get you any marks.

If you only talk about the two suggested points you 
cannot get more than 7 marks. You must think of 
one other factor in order to access higher marks.



12 mark “Explain…”

How long should you spend on this question?

How many paragraphs should you write?

What should each paragraph be about?

18 minutes

3 paragraphs

One reason why for each paragraph



12 mark “Explain…” – Example essay plan
Paragraph 1: Businesses 
East India Company, Virginia Company, Cecil John Rhodes – spread their 
businesses overseas, used their own private armies, broke local laws

Paragraph 2: Ideas 
White Man’s Burden, “Christianity, Commerce, Civilization” – British people 
had a God given responsibility to improve the world, British people wanted 
to spread their culture.

Paragraph 3: War
France / Spain wars, wars against African tribes, technology – Britain 
wanted to deny land and resources from European rivals, led them to India. 
Wars against locals very uneven, especially in Africa.



12 mark “Explain…” – Example answer

Trade and commerce was a key reason why Britain was able to build its 
empire. Britain allowed trading companies to establish trading outposts in 
other countries, these companies were very powerful and often employed 
their own private armies. One example is the East India Company which 
established a trade network in India. It used manipulation, bribery and its 
private army to gain control over much of the country. This was one of the 
biggest factors in India becoming a part of the British Empire. 

What makes this paragraph strong? How could we make it better?



12 mark “Explain…” – Example answer

Trade and commerce was a key reason why Britain was able to build its empire. Britain 
allowed trading companies to establish trading outposts in other countries, these 
companies were very powerful and often employed their own private armies. One 
example is the East India Company which established a trade network in India. It used 
manipulation, bribery and its private army to gain control over much of the country. This 
was one of the biggest factors in India becoming a part of the British Empire. Another 
example is the businessman and diamond trader Cecil John Rhodes who created his own 
country in Africa called “Rhodesia”, he then announced that his new country was part of 
the British Empire, therefore bringing more of the world under the control of the British 
government. 

Adding two examples of knowledge helps show my deep understanding of the subject.



16 mark “Do you agree…”

Question 3:

“King Alfred was the most significant individual responsible for the creation of England as 
a country” Do you agree with this statement?

You may use the following in your answer:

- The Battle of Edington

- King Æthelstan of England

You must also use information of your own.

(16 marks + 4 SPaG)

In this question you have to analyse a 
statement and decide if you agree or 

disagree with it.

It is important that everything you write 
focuses on either challenging or supporting 
this statement. It is very easy to lose focus 

and go off topic in these questions.

In this question you also get two hints 
about things you could mention. These can 
help you structure your answer or you can 

talk about other relevant information

Remember, to get more than half marks 
you need to think about another example 

of knowledge to include.
These are the only questions that include 
spelling and grammar. Double check your 

capital letters and spellings if you have time.



16 mark “Do you agree…” – Essay Plan
Paragraph 1: Introduction – Say if you agree or disagree

Paragraph 2: Reasons to agree – Use your knowledge to support the 
statement and give reasons why it is correct

Paragraph 3: Reasons to disagree – Use your own knowledge to challenge 
the statement and suggest another answer.

Paragraph 4: Additional knowledge – You can support or challenge the 
statement in this paragraph. Add more knowledge and examples to back up 
your points

Paragraph 5: Conclusion – Compare the two arguments and explain why 
you agree with one over the other.
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