
BIG:
Describe two features of the rebellions in 
the North, 1069. (4 marks)

Mark scheme 
1 feature 
identified

1 mark

1 featured 
backed up with 
detail

2 marks

2nd feature 
identified

3 marks

2nd feature 
backed up with 
detail

4 marks

One feature of the rebellions in 
the north 1069 was…

For example…

A second feature of the 
rebellions in the north 1069 
was…

For example



Title: Hereward the Wake: why was his rebellion against William unsuccessful?

Learning Objectives
-Describe the events at Peterborough and Ely. 
-Explain why Hereward the Wake was unsuccessful. 
-Assess William’s effectiveness in dealing with rebellions. 

Rule of law, 
individual 

liberty 
Is it ever alright 
to use force 
against a leader 
/ government?



How much of a threat were the rebellions in the 
north (1069) to William I? 

Key words:

Exiled = sent away from the country
Terrain = ground
Guerrilla war = when small groups attack a 
larger army by surprise and then disappear



Who was involved?

Hereward the Wake
Thegn (local lord) from Ely

King Sweyn 
King of Denmark 

Hereward the Wake and rebellion at Ely 1070-71

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hplMuOu5xfE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hplMuOu5xfE


• Stick the question sheet into your book
• Use the information sheet to answer them 

Hereward the Wake and rebellion at Ely 1070-71

Describe what happened

CHALLENGE: 
Summarise what 

you’ve learnt 
about the 

rebellion into a 
flow diagram like 
mine from last 
lesson – only 

include the key 
things – in your 

own words 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hplMuOu5xfE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hplMuOu5xfE


REBELLIONS QUIZ work on your sheet –
complete as a test without using your book



1. Which two Earls were involved in a rebellion against William in 1068?
2. Give one reason for rebellions against William I between 1068-1071
3. Gave 3 different places that William built castles to deal with these rebellions
4. Give 1 person (not William) that was involved in 2 of the 3 rebellions
5. Name the new Earl of Northumbria slaughtered in the streets of Durham by Northumbrians after 

been forced out of a house by fire in 1069.
6. When the Anglo-Saxon (English) rebels joint up with the Danes in September 1069 and attacked 

York, how many Normans were killed?
7. How did William deal with the Danes – King Sweyn of Denmark in 1069?
8. What does ‘lay waste’ mean?
9. Why did William lay waste in the north?
10. Name the local thegn who rebelled alongside King Sweyn at the Isle of Ely

How successful was Hereward the Wake and 
rebellion at Ely 1070-71?



THINK – PAIR – SHARE

Hereward the Wake and rebellion at Ely 1070-71

Why did all of the rebellions against William fail?

Think Pair Share
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Hereward the Wake one of the leaders of 
the third rebellion in 1071 escaped when 
the Normans attacked and was not heard 
of again. This was the last Anglo-Saxon 
rebellion against William. 

William built castles, castles showed power 
and dominance and were used to 
psychologically intimidate the Anglo-
Saxons. In 1068 during the rebellion of 
Edwin and Morcar William took his forces 
north and built castles as he went in 
Warwick, Mercia and Nottingham. It was a 
very successful show of force.

The Normans under William bribed the 
local monks at Ely in 1071 to show them a 
safe way through the marshes this allowed 
them to recapture Ely from the rebels. 

After the rebellion of Edwin and Morcar in 
1068 and the rebellions in the north in 
1069 Edgar the Aethling fled back to 
Scotland each time and was taken in by the 
King there, Malcolm III. 

During the rebellion in the north in late
1069 William pays the Danes a large amount 
of money to go away. This is what Anglo-
Saxon leaders had done in the past. 

All of the rebels had different reasons for 
rebelling, Edwin in 1068 was annoyed that 
William had not kept his promise to allow 
his son to marry Edwin’s daughter. Morcar 
in 1068 was annoyed that his earldom had 
been reduced in size. The Northumbrians 
were unhappy that a Norman was ruling 
over them, the Danes wanted to plunder 
England and Hereward the Wake was 
annoyed about losing land to the Normans. 
That said they did not unite and rebel 
together at the same time. 

After the rebellion in York in 1069 William 
routed (defeated) the rebels using sheer 
force. William laid waste to the whole city 
of York, destroying all food sources 
included crops, seeds and livestock to 
ensure the people starved and couldn’t 
rebel again. 

William captured Morcar after the 
Rebellion at Ely in 1071. Rebels were 
treated harshly, they were mutilated with 
eyes taken out and arms/legs chopped off. 

After the rebellion in the north in 1069 
was dealt with in York, William returned to 
Winchester to celebrate Easter. He wanted 
to show he was not threated and was still 
strong and would not give in or be weakened 
by the rebels. 

A castle was built in York in 1069 following 
the rebellion. William put one of his most 
trusted followers at this point in charge as 
castellan, William FitzOsbern. 

William embarked on a campaign of total 
destruction known as the Harrying of the 
North in the winter of 1069-1070. This 
included burning crops in the fields, 
destroying seed crops and killing livestock. 
It made life in the north impossible, so 
that if the Danes came back there would be 
nothing to support them and no people in 
the north to help them. 

After the rebellion at Ely in 1071 the 
Danes left on their own. They’d plundered 
Peterborough Cathedral and took off with 
the treasure. 

Why did all of 
the rebellions 

against William 
fail?

Colour code 
the boxes to 
show:
 William’s 

strong 
action

 Weak 
opposition 
(rebels)

 Bribery
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PRACTICE EXAM QUESTION…

Explain why the rebellions against William I from 1068-1071 failed. 
You may use the following in your answer: 

• William’s strong action 
• Weak opposition from the rebels

You must also use information of your own. 
(12 marks)

• For explain questions you must give 3 different reasons.
• You must use P.E.E



One reason why the rebellions between 1068-71 failed 
was because of William’s strong action/   Weak 
opposition from the rebels/     bribery.

For example… give 3-4 specific examples that support 
this point – use your colour code sheet

This meant that explain the impact of William’s actions –
what did it do/lead to? Did it deal with the rebellion 
there and then? Did it put others off? Why did it make 
the rebellion fail?

Explain why the rebellions against William I from 1068-1071 failed. You may use the following in your answer: 
• William’s strong action 
• Weak opposition from the rebels
You must also use information of your own. 
(12 marks)

Finished? Self assess your work.

Highlight in different colours where 
you have done the following:
 Used sentence starters to 

organise your answer.
 Given specific evidence to 

support your answer.
 Explained the impact of William’s 

actions
 Assessed how far William’s 

actions helped

Challenge: Select 5 key words that 
sum up your argument and define 
each word.
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