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2nd July 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We hope this letter finds you and your family well.  We have really enjoyed seeing so many of our Year 10 and 

Year 9 pupils over the past few weeks.  We are very much looking forward seeing Year 8 and Year 7 pupils in the 

coming weeks.   

The Department for Education have released updated guidance today about the full opening of schools from 

September.  We will be working on how we implement this across the academy.  As always, the safety and welfare 

of staff and pupils will remain our highest priority. There has been a lot of speculation in the media and we realise 

that some of the leaked information concerns the numbers of GCSEs to be taken and which aspects of the 

National Curriculum should be retaught.  Please do not worry about this, any planning for reopening will involve 

how we catch pupils up with missed learning.  Once we have finalised our plans, we will share these with you. 

Pupil timetables 

We have received a number of requests for pupils’ timetables for next year.  These are usually distributed in the 

last week of term.  We are in the process of uploading pupil teaching groups and are hopeful that we will be able 

to email out timetables next week. 

Castleford Academy Virtual Sports Day 2020 

Next Friday would have been our annual Sports’ Day. It is an event that we are extremely proud of and one that 

is thoroughly enjoyed by all.  Unfortunately, due to school closures, this will not be able to take place in its usual 

form.  Despite this, the PE department still wanted to provide pupils with the sense of occasion that Sports Day 

brings.   The PE department have launched a 'Virtual Sports Day', which will run from Monday 6th July to Friday 

10th July.  

There are 10 challenges that pupils can do at home and record their score. There is an instruction video for pupils 

to watch and a link to record the scores for completed challenges.  These can also be found on the academy 

website. Good luck. We hope you all enjoy the challenges.  

 

https://youtu.be/yjjVbsRAkMs   

https://tinyurl.com/cas-virtual-sports-day-2020 

 

Keeping your child safe online 

As many children are spending an increasing amount of time online, the DfE have published some guidance to 

support parents with online safety.   

https://youtu.be/yjjVbsRAkMs
https://tinyurl.com/cas-virtual-sports-day-2020


Email: admin@castlefordacademy.com 

 
 

 

Web: www.castlefordacademy.com Twitter: @CastlefordAcad 

Healthy Schools 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-

covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online 

It is important to have regular conversations with your child about staying safe online and to make sure that they 

know to inform an adult if they come across anything that is worrying. The following websites also contain a 

wealth of information to support parents:  

• Thinkuknow (www.thinkuknow.co.uk) 

• Childnet (www.childnet.com) 

• Parent Info (parentinfo.org) 

• UK safe internet centre (www.saferinternet.org.uk) 

 

The guide and websites cover the potential risks including areas such as: cyberbullying, online abuse, age 

inappropriate content or harmful content and sexting.  

If you are concerned about a child’s safety online, you can also report this to the safeguarding team here at 

Castleford Academy who can offer advice on the steps to take.  

Social distancing  

We have had some reports from members of the public concerned at the large groups of young people they have 

seen together in the community.  We do not know that these young people are from Castleford Academy, however, 

we would like to ask you to remind your son/daughter that the social distancing rules still apply and that people 

should not congregate in groups of more than 6 people unless, from the 4th July, you are two households meeting 

up.   

E-praise 

We have had some queries from parents regarding our e-praise system and if points will be collated or rolled over 

to next year. We have decided to total up the e-praise points awarded this year and make sure that pupils receive 

their certificates and rewards when they return in September.   

Home learning  

Please find attached the final two weeks of home learning.  Although this is the last of the home learning work to 

be set by staff, we will be distributing the ‘Passport to Success’ work that we set each summer to help pupils’ to 

maintain their learning over the summer holiday.   

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank all parents and carers for the amazing work that you have 

done to support your child to complete their work at home.  We know that it has not always been easy, as always, 

your ongoing support is truly appreciated.  

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs D Cook 

Associate Headteacher 
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