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Dear Parent/Carer 

We hope this letter finds you and your family well.  It has been an exciting week here at the academy as we have 

welcomed back the majority of our Year 10 and Year 12 pupils for the first time in over 12 weeks.  All the staff 

have commented how nice it has been to see pupils back on site and learning in classrooms.  The pupils have 

been amazing.  They have all respected the measures put in place to keep staff and pupils safe, we are really 

looking forward to seeing them regularly over the next four weeks.  

Years 7, 8 and 9 

Year Leaders and Form Teachers are in the process of contacting all pupils in Years 7-9.  They have been thrilled 

to hear how well pupils are doing and also to talk to parents/carers more generally about their experiences over 

the last few weeks.   

This week, the Department for Education sent out updated guidance to schools about face to face contact with 

pupils in Years 7-9.  The documentation indicated that, in some circumstances, it might be appropriate for pupils 

in Years 7, 8 and 9 to attend the academy for a face to face session before the summer holiday.  This is on the 

understanding that all of the safety guidance set out as part of the wider opening of schools can be followed.  We 

are awaiting further guidance from the DfE.  In the meantime, we are planning some scenarios by which we would 

give all pupils the opportunity to attend the academy for a short time before the summer holiday.  We will be in 

contact next week with further details of how this might work.  

Year 11 and 13 

Next Friday is the official leaving date for pupils in Years 11 and 13.  We are disappointed that DfE guidance has 

meant that it has not been possible to hold our usual end of school celebrations. We will be writing directly to all 

Year 11 and 13 pupils next week to mark the end of their time with us at the academy.  Also, a number of parents 

have been in contact to ask if we can arrange a leaver’s hoodie for pupils to buy to commemorate their time at 

the academy.  To avoid unnecessary travel and to support those who are self-isolating, we are in the process of 

sourcing a supplier who will take on-line orders and can deliver the hoodie directly to pupils at home. We are 

aiming to heavily subsidise the cost, to make this more affordable.  We will include further information in the 

letter to pupils next week. 

Year 8 Options 

A number of parents and pupils have been asking about their Year 9 option choices.  The timetable for next 

September is in the process of being written.  We aim to be able to email timetables to parents in July. Mr Law 

has already been in contact with any pupils/parents where there has been a question surrounding option choices. 
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Healthy Schools 

Free School Meals Vouchers 

The Department for Education announced this week that they will now continue to fund the free school meal 

voucher programme over the summer.  This is likely to be a one off payment at the start of the summer holiday 

rather than individual weekly vouchers.  We will be in touch when we have more information.  

Home Learning  

We hope that pupils have enjoyed hearing their teachers’ voices through Screencastify.  One pupil noted on 

SMHW “it was great to hear my teachers’ voice again. I can’t wait until I can see them again.”  

We are sending out the next two weeks of work for Years 7-10 with this letter, along with some support for the 

transition to college for Year 11 pupils. Teachers have been working on more Screencastify clips to support pupils 

working from home.  It is a very engaging resource that really helps to put home learning in context, we hope that 

all pupils take time to watch the clips at home.  

Year 6 Transition 

Following the DfE guidance that face to face transition would not be possible this year, the academy has been 

working to support pupils in Year 6 with their transition to secondary school.   

For the first time this year, transition will be delivered largely remotely and virtually. This can be found at 

http://www.castlefordacademy.com/parents/year-6-transition/.  In addition, transition packs and resources are 

being posted home to further support Year 6 pupils.   

As always, the majority of our transition will take place in September, when hopefully, Year 7 start their education 

with us. We will use this time to further alleviate any worries or concerns they may have.  

As we start to think about September, we are still awaiting guidance about the wider opening of the academy to 

all pupils.  Whilst we sincerely hope that things will have returned to normal by then, we continue to plan for a 

number of possible scenarios.  We will, of course, contact all parents as soon as we know more.  

As always, if you have any questions, please email admin@castlefordacademy.com or contact reception on 

01977 605060 between 8.00am and 4.00pm.  

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs D Cook 

Associate Headteacher 
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