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Dear Parents/Carers 

As we move into a new phase of lockdown, we hope this letter finds you well. Staff have been working hard over 

the last few weeks putting together some Screencastify on-line resources for pupils to be able to access on-line 

lesson content.  Following the government announcement, we have also been planning for the reopening of the 

academy for some face to face contact to supplement on-line learning for Year 10 and 12 pupils from the 15th 

June.  

Year 10 and 12 

Thank you to all of those parents who completed our on-line survey.  We found the feedback incredibly useful 

and it has helped us tremendously with our planning. Most of you shared the same concerns about safety and 

wellbeing whilst also recognising the importance of your son/daughter’s education. Following your feedback, we 

have decided that the safest way to have contact with all pupils in Year 10 and 12 will be to offer 2 hours of face 

to face teaching per week to each pupil from the week beginning the 15th June 2020.  The teaching for Year 10 

will be based around the core subjects of maths, English and science.  Year 12 will have 2 hours of contact with 

their post 16 subject teachers.  We will send an additional letter directly to parents of Year 10 and 12 pupils to 

explain how the process will work and to answer any questions that you might have.  

On-line Learning  

As always, we have been very impressed by the level of engagement with on-line learning.  We also recognise 

that the longer this situation goes on, the harder it is to remain engaged.  To try and resolve this, we have asked 

teaching staff to publish some on-line teaching resources through Screencastify.  This allows staff to record 

themselves and their screen so that they can deliver PowerPoint lessons to pupils.  We are aware that the 

availability of devices and internet access varies between homes so these recorded sessions are not live and can 

be accessed by pupils at any time.  

In order for pupils to access the video, they must have downloaded Google Chrome.  More details on how to do 

this and how to access Screencastify resources can be found on the home learning instructions for each year 

group.  We are very excited about the possibilities offered by this resource but we are in the very early stages so 

please bear with us if there are any teething problems.  If you need any support, please contact 

admin@castlefordacademy.com or contact main reception between 8.00am and 12.20pm.  

Staff will be contacting all pupils over the course of this half term to offer further support and encouragement.  
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Healthy Schools 

Water Safety  

Although the weather has taken a turn for the worse this week, there have been some very warm and sunny days.  

You may be aware that there have been some tragic accidents in the Yorkshire region involving young people 

jumping into canals and waterways. We received an email with advice from Yorkshire Water about ‘Float to Live’.   

‘Everyone who falls unexpectedly into cold water wants to follow the same instinct, to swim hard and to fight the 

cold water. But when people fight it, chances are, they lose. Cold water shock makes you gasp uncontrollably and 

breathe in water, which can quickly lead to drowning.  If anybody finds themselves unexpectedly in the water, the 

message is to float until the cold water shock has passed and they will be able to control their breathing and 

have a far better chance of staying alive.’ 

Whilst this is really sensible advice for anyone who gets into trouble in open water, ideally, we would ask you to 

discourage your son/daughter from jumping, diving and swimming in open water.  

Finally, we recognise that for those pupils who are not involved in some face to face contact, parents will be 

concerned about gaps in knowledge and how your son/daughter will ‘catch up’.  This is a concern for all pupils 

nationally.  Please be rest assured that as part of our planning for September, we will consider how best to 

address gaps and make sure that no pupils are disadvantaged by this period of school closure. 

As always, if you need any support, please contact admin@castlefordacademy.com or contact main reception 

between 8.00am and 12.20pm Monday – Friday. 

Thank you again for your continued support.  

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs D Cook 

Associate Headteacher 
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