
 
 
 

Mr G Panayiotou – Headteacher 

Mr John McNichol – Chair of Governors 

 

Castleford Academy 

Ferrybridge Road 

Castleford 

WF10 4JQ 

Tel: (01977) 605060   

 

 

 

Our Ref: GP/NF 

14th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We mentioned in our last letter that we would have some updates about the reopening of schools.  Following the 

Prime Minister’s announcement on Sunday, it is clear that the majority of our pupils will not return to school before 

September. This is really sad news for us as we miss seeing pupils in the building every day, but we recognise that it 

is vitally important for the health and wellbeing of everybody that we follow this guidance.  In the meantime, please 

continue with the fantastic efforts that you have put into supporting your child to work from home.  

Working from Home 

We have attached the work for the next two weeks for pupils to complete at home (for next week and the week 

beginning the 1st June). We have included some information on how to upload completed work to SMHW for those 

who would like additional support/feedback from teachers. Again, if you have any questions, please contact 

admin@castlefordacademy.com. 

Year 10 and 12 

The government has indicated that they would like pupils in Year 10 and 12 to have some face to face contact with 

teachers at some point next half term.  This is something that we are really keen to do and we are currently working 

on a plan on how this can happen in the safest possible way.   We will send an update to parents of Year 10 and 12 

pupils next week with further details.  

Year 10 Prefect Applications 

We know that some of our Year 10s have been worried about missing out on the prefect application process. Miss 

Howell has uploaded some information for Year 10 pupils on SMHW as well as an application form, for those who 

are interested, to complete and return by Friday 5th June.  Paper copies are also available to collect from reception.  

Becoming a prefect is a key responsibility within the academy as well as being important for future college 

applications, we encourage as many Year 10 pupils as possible to apply. 

Year 11  

The Year 11 team are making contact with all Year 11 pupils.  It’s great to hear about all the plans that have been 

made and are in place for post 16 learning.  For those pupils who have applied to New College, home learning will be 

provided by the college from the 22nd May.  We have continued to add some work to the website for Year 11 pupils.  

This is based around information/tasks that will support pupils with the transition to post 16 learning and is not 

compulsory. 
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Healthy Schools 

Unfortunately, it has been necessary for us to cancel the Year 11 Prom.  This is due to the restrictions on public 

gatherings and the continued shutdown of the hospitality industry.  We know that many pupils will be hugely 

disappointed and had already planned outfits and transport. We will also miss seeing how extraordinarily grown up 

everybody looks in their prom outfits, as well as the weird and wonderful modes of transport!  Hopefully, we will be 

able to see everybody and celebrate at the GCSE presentation evening in November.  

Year 13 Update 

Our Year 13 pupils are currently busy applying for student finance and securing their first choice university places. 

The Post 16 team are keeping in touch to support all Year 13 pupils with their apprenticeship, higher education and 

employment applications and searches. We wish them all the best for the coming months ahead.  

Congratulations to Emily who has been successful in an apprenticeship role with West Yorkshire Ambulance Service. 

We wish her every success for her future.  Also, we are very proud of our Year 13 ‘Key Worker’ pupils currently 

working in local care homes. They are doing a wonderful and much needed job caring for the elderly and this 

experience will certainly pave the way for successful University degrees and future careers.  

May Half Term 

As with the Easter break, we do not expect pupils to complete school work over the half term holiday.  The work that 

we are sending out today is for next week and the week beginning the 1st June.  To allow us to prepare the site for 

some face to face contact with Year 10 and 12 pupils (potentially commencing at some point in the weeks following 

half term) the academy will be closed to all pupils from 3pm on Friday 22nd May until 8am on Monday 1st June.   If 

you need to contact the academy during this time, please email admin@castlefordacademy.com.   

Castleford Academy Trust 

We would like to welcome Crofton Academy to Castleford Academy Trust.  The academy officially joined the Trust on 

the 1st May 2020. This is an exciting development for both the Trust and Crofton Academy.   By working together, we 

will be able to build on the hard work, enthusiasm and creativity of both schools to create a strong partnership.   

 

During this period of school closure, the Headteachers across all five Trust schools have been working together 

closely and supporting each other with planning and organisation.  This partnership working has been invaluable to 

share resources and expertise. We are looking forward to continuing this work and to what we are sure will be a 

rewarding and successful partnership.   

 

Community  

 

Over the last few weeks, it has been heart-warming to hear stories from the local community about the army of 

volunteers who have helped and supported those in need.  This has ranged from delivering prescription medicines to 

individuals who are shielding to preparing essential food packs for families and making much needed PPE for our 

frontline workers. We know from talking to people in the community, that these efforts are hugely appreciated.  

 

As we slowly start to emerge from lockdown, please continue to take care of yourself and your family.   

 

We hope to see everybody soon.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs D Cook 

Associate Headteacher 
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