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Our Ref: GP/NF 

7th May 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope this letter finds you well.   

You will be aware that there has been a lot of speculation in the media over the last week about when pupils 

will return to school.  We wanted to confirm that we do not have any information about when schools will 

reopen, or which pupils will be expected to attend.  We assume that there will be an announcement regarding 

this at the weekend.  As soon as we have more information, we will contact all parents/carers to let you know 

how we plan to respond. In the meantime, we will continue to set work for all year groups as we have been over 

the last few weeks.  

Wellbeing  

We understand that the uncertainty around when and how the lockdown will come to an end can cause feelings 

of anxiety.  Wakefield Council have recently launched a website which outlines all of the help and support 

available to children and young people in the Wakefield district https://wf-i-can.co.uk/. Please remember that 

we are also here for help and support by emailing admin@castlefordacademy.com or by contacting reception 

between 8.00am and 12.20pm Monday-Friday. 

Year 11 

Over the next two weeks, we will be contacting all pupils in Year 11 to discuss how they are doing and the plans 

they have in place for post 16 learning.   

Ofqual has confirmed that teacher assessment will be used to help determine pupil grades and that this will be 

adjusted to reflect the progress usually made from KS2 to KS4 in that subject.  Teachers will take into account 

the totality of pupils work over the last two years and will make adjustments for any re-sits that might have 

taken place in vocational exams, as well as the impact that a number of weeks of revision and exam 

preparation could have.  One single mock exam or piece of coursework will not influence the final grade.   

As part of our reporting systems, we have always used grade most likely based on current performance and this 

will be the basis of any predictions.  Please be aware that we are not able to discuss individual grades with 

parents or pupils as this would be in breach of the protocol set out by Ofqual. 
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VE Day Celebrations 

Friday 8th May 2020 marks the celebration of the 75th anniversary of VE day. Despite many events being 

cancelled, there are still some national celebrations taking place which you and your family might like to join.   

At 11am, there will be a national two minute silence to reflect on the sacrifices made by people during the war.   

At 3pm, Britons are being invited to take to their doorsteps to raise a glass, cheer and clap during The Nation's 

Toast to the Heroes of World War Two. The official VE Day website would like people to chant the phrase “To 

those who gave so much, we thank you”. 

The history department have suggested some work that pupils might like to complete, in addition, there are 

many websites with printable (or make your own) bunting for families to colour and display: 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/england/pdf/how_to_make_your_great_british_bunting_step_by_step.pdf 

https://www.planbee.com/ve-day-bunting-template 

Please continue to stay safe and we will be in contact next week with any further updates.   

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs D Cook 

Associate Headteacher 
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