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30th April 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 

As we approach our fifth week of school closure, we wanted to thank the whole community for your efforts in 

keeping everybody safe by staying at home. We know from our conversations with you that these are difficult 

times and everybody is trying their best.  

We wanted to thank all of you for your kind words of support that you have shared with staff who have 

contacted home.  We all find ourselves in new and unusual territory and as ever, your feedback is both 

welcomed and helpful. If you are contacting the academy, please use admin@castlefordacademy.com.  This is 

checked regularly and any queries will be forwarded to the member of staff best placed to deal with your query. 

Alternatively, the school reception is open between 8am and 12.20pm. Please be aware that the academy is 

closed for the VE Bank Holiday on Friday 8th May. 

Home Learning  

We have attached the next two weeks of work for pupils to access from home.  Please remember that although 

it will be published on SMHW at the start of next week, there is no expectation that pupils will have completed 

all of the previous work.  Everybody should continue to work at their own pace within the capacity that their 

circumstances allow.   

Wellbeing Wednesday 

When we are at school, every week, pupils take part in Well-being Wednesday (Friday for Year 11).  This takes 

place during registration and allows teachers time to discuss a range of wellbeing topics with pupils.  We have 

included links to wellbeing in our latest working from home document, please encourage your child to use 

them, where appropriate. 

Support for Parents/Carers with Home Learning  

StarLine is a new learning from home telephone helpline for parents or carers who have concerns or queries 

about educating their children at home. 

 

 StarLine can help parents and carers in the following ways: 

  

• By providing access to a team of qualified teachers, education and parenting experts. 

• By focussing on providing practical ideas, support and reassurance 
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Healthy Schools 

• By offering tips, techniques and resources to enable parents to give their children the support they need 

to continue learning while schools are closed. 

• By supporting family wellbeing and mental health. 

• By covering all phases of education and subjects plus behaviour, pupil wellbeing and SEND. 

StarLine is available to parents and carers of pupils from all schools nationwide. Free, confidential advice is 

available six days a week by phoning the StarLine team on 0330 313 9162. For more information, visit 

www.starline.org.uk or follow @StarLineSupport on Twitter.  

 

On-line Lessons 

 

As we mentioned last week, the Oak National Academy has a range of on-line lesson videos available for all 

year groups.  Feedback from pupils and parents has been really positive www.thenational.academy/online-

classroom.  

 

Free School Meal Entitlement 

 

During these uncertain times, families may find their circumstances changing over the next coming months and 

may become entitled to certain benefits, one of which could be Free School Meals (FSM).   

 

You can apply online for FSM via https://forms.wakefield.gov.uk/Forms/schools/freeschoolmeals.aspx. Once 

you have submitted the form please email admin@castlefordacademy.com to inform us. 

 

If it is more convenient for you then you can also telephone the Free School Meal Helpline: 01924 305061, or 

e-mail hst@wakefield.gov.uk. Wakefield Council will then post the Application Form out to you with a pre-paid 

envelope, for you to complete, sign and return – this is the preferred method of communication by Wakefield 

Council’s FSM Service. 

 

Year 11 and 13 Exam Results 

 

The Ofqual consultation on how exam grades will be awarded closed yesterday. We expect guidance to be 

published within the next few weeks.  Following this, although we will not be able to discuss exam results with 

pupils or parents, we will be contacting all pupils in Year 11 and 13 to check how they are doing and that they 

understand the process for awarding exam results.  We are also working with local colleges to confirm that 

pupils have secured a post 16 placement.  As part of our calls we will be offering support and guidance to 

pupils about their next steps.  

 

Lastly, there has been a lot of speculation in the press about when schools will reopen.  Currently, we have not 

received any information regarding when or how this will happen.  As soon as we have any further information 

we will, of course, share this information with parents and carers.  

Thank you as always for your continued support.  

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs D Cook 

Associate Headteacher 

 

http://www.starline.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/StarLineSupport
www.thenational.academy/online-classroom
www.thenational.academy/online-classroom
https://forms.wakefield.gov.uk/Forms/schools/freeschoolmeals.aspx
mailto:admin@castlefordacademy.com
mailto:hst@wakefield.gov.uk

