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Our Ref: GP/NF 

2nd April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

School Closure April Update 

I wanted to write before the start of what would have been the Easter holiday to give you an update about the 

academy closure. 

Homeworking 

Firstly, I wanted to thank all parents/carers for the support that you have offered your children with home 

learning.  We know that this is not an easy task and can sometimes be a source of frustration in what are 

already difficult times.  Please be assured that your input, support and dedication will reap rewards for your 

child when they return to school.  We cannot emphasise enough the importance of reading regularly, above 

everything, this will have the biggest impact on your son/daughter’s ability to ‘pick up where they left off’ when 

they return to school.  If your child is in doubt about what work they should be doing, please ask them to read a 

book. Amazon are offering a number of free books on Kindle including Harry Potter and David Walliams. 

There is no expectation for pupils to complete work over the Easter holidays. Teachers have now planned work 

for the two weeks after the Easter Holiday (20th April-4th May).  Please find a copy attached to this letter.   

Show My Homework (SMHW) 

SMHW is our main way of communicating with pupils and updating work that they need to complete. Please 

remind your son/daughter to log in daily (where possible) to SMHW. They can log in using their school computer 

username and password. If they experience any issues with logging in, please contact 

admin@castlefordacademy.com. 

Key workers 

The academy has remained open to provide childcare for the children of key workers and vulnerable children.  

It will remain open over the Easter holiday (other than Good Friday and Easter Monday). You will be able to 

contact the academy via admin@castlefordacademy.com or by telephoning reception between 8.00am and 

12.20pm.   

Free school meals 

A letter has been sent to the families of pupils in receipt of free school meals, regarding the government 

voucher scheme.  If you did not receive this letter, please check the letters section on the website for more 

information. If you are now claiming benefits and have become eligible for free school meals, please contact 

the academy by email with your details so that we can update our records and include you in the voucher 

scheme (admin@castlefordacademy.com). 
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Healthy Schools 

Period products 

As part of the government period poverty schemes, all pupils have access to free period products at school.  

These will be made available in main reception throughout the academy closure to collect as required (between 

8.00am and 12.20pm). 

Trip refunds 

The majority of trips are in the process of being refunded.  The refunds will be by cheque or via the school on-

line payment system and should be with you within the next week.  Please contact 

admin@castlefordacademy.com if you have any questions.  I realise that some trips were due to take place in 

the summer term, we are watching and waiting for any updates and will be in contact in due course with any 

updates.  

Safeguarding  

Now, more than ever, social media is being used to help families and friends to stay in touch.  It is important 

that children remain safe online. There has been a significant increase in the use of apps which allow multiple 

people to interact at the same time e.g. Houseparty.  Such apps are not automatically set to ‘private’.  This 

makes it really easy for your child to be contacted by somebody they do not know.  The NSPCC categorise 

Houseparty as high risk for bullying and inappropriate contact. Please make sure that your son/daughter uses 

the highest possible security settings on all of their apps so that they are only talking to people they know and 

trust.  

There are a range of sources of information for parents/carers on how to keep your child safe on line. Net-

aware by the NSPCC will allow you to search for an app, find out how it works and how to use security settings. 

Please see the links below for more information:  

 Internet matters - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online 

 Net-aware - for support for parents and careers from the NSPCC 

 Parent info - for support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online 

 Thinkuknow - for advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online 

 UK Safer Internet Centre - advice for parents and carers. 

As always if you have a concerns about a child, please contact the academy.  If you have concerns about a child 

and the office is closed, please contact Social Care Direct on 0345 8503503 or the Castleford Early Help Hub 

on 01977 724350. 

Finally, I want to thank you for all that you are doing as parents, carers and as a community to fight the spread 

of coronavirus.  I know that it is not easy to keep children at home all day, away from their friends and normal 

activities.  By following the government guidance, you are helping to keep everybody safe and well and your 

efforts are truly appreciated.  I look forward to a time when everything returns to normal and we can welcome 

pupils back to the academy.   

Thank you again for your continued support over this difficult time.   

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 
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