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Our Ref: GP/NF 

26th March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Qualifications Update 

 

As you are aware, the examinations for this academic year have been cancelled.  This applies to all GCSE, Level 

2 & 3 BTECs and all other vocational qualifications. 

 

I am writing to update you on the information that we have received so far from the Department for Education 

and Qfqual (the exams regulator) regarding how exam grades will be calculated.  

 

Whilst we do not have any definite answers, what is very clear is all pupils who were due to complete qualifications 

this year will still be awarded qualifications this summer. Both the DfE and Ofqual have expressed their 

commitment to doing this fairly, so that pupils are not disadvantaged by the current circumstances.  

 

How will grades be awarded: 

 

The government has issued guidance which includes the proposal to publish grades by the end of July.  The 

government has been keen to emphasise that the overall distribution of grades will be in line with previous years 

and that grades awarded will have the same status as any other year. Please see link below: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-

2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020  

 

Early indications are that this process will take into account a broad range of evidence. The grades will be 

generated by the exam boards and the government using data that they request from the academy and other 

sources of data available to them.  We expect that the data they request from us will be teacher assessment of 

pupil’s grades, which is likely to use indicators such as mock exams, assessments, predicted grades and teacher 

knowledge of pupil progress. It is important to stress that teachers will approach this process with integrity and 

fairness. 

 

Ofqual have indicated that pupil’s prior attainment and an individual school’s historical results will be taken into 

account, this is reassuring given the strong track record of attainment and progress at the academy.  

 

What if you are unhappy with the grade awarded? 

 

The academy will submit data to the exam boards as requested. Please note, the final grades awarded to pupils 

will be determined by Ofqual and the exam boards; we do not have any control over the process that will be used. 

As a result, the academy will not be able to discuss individual grades with parents, carers or pupils.  
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Healthy Schools 

For pupils who are unhappy with their grades, there has been an indication that there may be an opportunity for 

pupils to sit examinations early in the next academic year or in the summer term of 2021. Details of this process 

will be shared with you once we have more information. 

 

The importance of continued learning. 

 

We have received a number of queries from parents regarding the work expectations for Year 11 pupils.  There 

are a number of important reasons why pupils should continue to engage with their learning: 

 

a) Evidence for exam boards. 

 

For pupils who would normally be sitting exams this summer, the detail of how schools will assist the exam boards 

in determining calculated grades has not yet been finalised. There remains the possibility that the work pupils 

complete in the remaining weeks can be taken into consideration. This will be particularly important for pupils 

who feel their assessment or mock results do not reflect their full potential.   

 

b)  Preparation for possible examinations. 

 

Pupils that are unhappy with the grades awarded in July may opt to sit the exams when schools and colleges 

reopen. It is important that, if pupils choose to take those exams, they have continued to study the course content 

so that they are well placed to perform well in those exams. 

 

c) Readiness for future study 

 

It is important that pupils who progress to college, university or apprenticeships are well-prepared.  There is a 

significant amount of time between now and the start of a college or university course.  It is important that pupils 

continue to learn so that they are fully prepared for the next stage of their education or training.  

 

d) Supporting pupils 

 

The following few months are going to be a strange and sometimes difficult time for all of us. A structured day 

with some home learning is an important part of helping pupils to maintain a sense of normality. Continued 

engagement in learning can benefit pupil’s wider wellbeing and mental health, as well as their education. 

 

On behalf of all the staff at the academy, I would like to thank pupils for all the hard work they have put into their 

subjects over the last 5 years.  We understand that you and your child will no doubt be upset and frustrated by 

the cancellation of exams and the uncertainty that this is creating. We share this sentiment. Please rest assured 

that as soon as we know about the calculation of exam grades, we will communicate this to parents, carers and 

pupils.  

 

Thank you for your patience, cooperation and understanding at this time.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Panayiotou 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 


