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Our Ref: GV/SN 

 

7th September 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

During this academic year, Year 7 will be studying ‘Private Peaceful’, a novel by Michael Morpurgo, which deals 

with friendship and family issues during World War I.  With this in mind I am delighted to be able to offer a trip to 

our Year 7 students to Ypres, in Belgium which is the setting for the novel. 

 

The visit will consist of a four day experience based in Ypres, departing on Saturday 15th February 2020 and 

returning on Tuesday 18th February 2020 (these dates being during the February half term). 

 

The party will be travelling by executive coach and staying in hotel accommodation in central Ypres.  The aim of 

the trip is to develop students’ understanding of the novel and its themes as well as developing their cultural 

awareness.  There will be opportunities to practise their French speaking skills and the trip will also aid their 

knowledge and understanding of an important period of history. 

 

The programme of the visit will include: 

• Numerous visits to battlefields including Passchendaele Ridge, Hill 60 and 62. 

• Several visits to military cemeteries including Tyne Cot. 

• A visit to the death cells and execution post at Poperinge. 

• A visit to original trenches and a medical room used during World War I. 

• Attending the Menin Gate Last Post ceremony. 

• A visit to Private Peaceful’s final resting place at Talbot House. 

• Some free time in Ypres for souvenir shopping. 

 

The cost of the trip will be £395.00 per student which includes travel insurance.  All students must have a valid 

European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) by 1st January 2020.  We are hoping to apply for a Collective Passport 

which would cover all students except those who hold a non-UK passport and would mean they would not need 

a passport of their own.  However, this application is dependent on the Brexit negotiations as we leave the EU 

in October 2019.  Bearing this in mind, I will make a final decision by the end of November as to whether your 

child will be required to take their own passport or that the Collective Passport route is both possible and 

viable. 

 

The trip is fully inclusive of accommodation, all meals (except at service station stops in all countries), channel 

crossings by ferry and admission to all visitor attractions. 

 

There are 72 places available for the trip which will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  Any 

responses after the 72 places are filled will be placed on a reserve list.  It must be emphasised that students 

who behave irresponsibly in school will not be permitted to participate in this trip.  If you would like your child to 

experience this wonderful opportunity, please complete and return the reply slip to Student Support (do not 

send any money at this time).   
 



Email: admin@castlefordacademy.com 

 
 

 

Web: www.castlefordacademy.com Twitter: @CastlefordAcad 

Please note reply slips will only be accepted from 8.45am on Monday 16th September 2019 until 3.00pm on 

Wednesday 18th September 2019. 

 

Once reply slips have been received, your child will be informed if they have been successful in gaining a place, 

at which point a £150.00 non-refundable deposit will be required.  This must be paid by Friday 4th October 

2019.  Please note if the deposit is not paid by this date your child’s place may be offered to another student.  

The following payments will then need to be made in instalments as follows: 

 

 £125.00 by Friday 1st November 2019 

 £120.00 by Friday 6th December 2019 

 

If you require any more information regarding the trip, please do not hesitate to contact me on the above 

number. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mr G Vessey 

Teacher of English 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

REPLY SLIP 

PRIVATE PEACEFUL TRIP – YPRES, BELGIUM 

15TH FEBRUARY 2020 TO 18TH FEBRUARY 2020 

 

 

Pupil’s name: __________________________________________                  Form: ________________ 

 

 

I would like my child to be considered for a place on the Private Peaceful trip to Belgium. 

 

 

Signed: ______________________________________________ (Parent/Carer) 

 

Please return to Student Support from 8.45am on Monday 16th September 2019 until 3.00pm on  

Wednesday 18th September 2019. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


